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Pastor’s Corner 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year!  

There are so many social media postings right 

now that refer to our behavior after Christmas… 

how do we live out this message of love, how do 

we continue the generous giving, how do we feel 

the gratitude in our hearts all year long for the 

gifts we have received, what we have been 

given? 

It is up to us to figure out what that looks like for 

ourselves. Do we call our neighbor in a few 

weeks and ask how is it going? Do we drop off a 

little package to the cashier who is always nice to 

you? Can we look for opportunities to show 

generosity, courtesy, and kindness?  

We can look to Proverbs to find the support in 

what we are called to do: Proverbs 11:25 

A generous person will prosper; whoever 

refreshes others will be refreshed. To 

paraphrase, we might say what goes around, 

comes around in blessings. 

1 Chronicles 29:14 

“But who am I, and who are my people, that 

we should be able to give as generously as 

this? Everything comes from you, and we 

have given you only what comes from your 

hand. Again to paraphrase, all that we have and 

ever will have are from the gifts that God has 

given you. 

There are so many instances that God declares 

that we should provide for others, give 

generously, and his promise to us is all will be 

returned in kind. We know how to live generously 

but our own self preservation and desires seem 

to take hold. That is why it is so important to give 

all our possessions, our heart & mind, and all of 

our life to God. This enables us to be able to be 

free and to live a kind and generous life. Martin 

Luther speaks of this freedom, when we lay down 

all our burdens and cares in life and take up the 

cross… of living our lives for the glory of God. 

We have shown this love to one another, in this 

year of the pandemic, through wearing our masks 

and caring that someone no one gets this terrible 

virus. Some feel like they are strong and won’t 

get the virus and the vaccine is here so why 

bother? The answer is because this slippery, 

sneaky virus has already killed 323,000 people; 

their families are crying for their loss, only wishing 

for more time to be with them. Keep up the mask 

for them, for all those who are grieving… and 

keep each other and the gratitude that you are 

healthy in your heart... It’s tedious, but we are all 

in this together and we’ve come so far, so please 

keep up the loving fight! 

Besides the mask wearing, where have you seen 

people show love? In patience with one another 

or in quickly forgiving and not carrying 

resentments or maybe allow someone in line 

before you! One potential benefit of Covid-19 is 

having to learn new computer programs and 

applications but this may help us to advance in 

our communication skills. Something bad can 

help us to do something good. Ecclesiastes 7:14 

On a good day, enjoy yourself; On a bad day, 

examine your conscience. God arranges for 

both kinds of days so that we won’t take 

anything for granted. 

Let us live out this Christmas time idea 

throughout the year with a heart that is filled with 

love, gratitude and giving. Join with God’s 

message of ‘peace on earth, good will to men’, all 

year long.  

Blessings, 

—Pastor D. 



Missionaries in Japan 
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The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline 

Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please 

be sure to label your donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in 

the offering plate. Thank you for your consideration of sponsoring our 

missionary in Japan.  
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Local Food Shelves: Any food items donated are always appreciated.  

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY. 

WELCA 

The WELCA raffle drawing was held on December 20, 2020. A beautiful quilt made by Gwen Morrissette was won 

by Marlene Laqua; $50 gift certificate to Daefller Meats was won by Trisha Johnson; a set of Christmas table linens 

sewn by Sue Saarem was won by Tom and Dana Tellijohn, and 2 sets Color Street Finger Nail Polish Strips donated 

by Sarah Hill were won by Barkley Bernitt. Thank you to everyone for your assistance in selling the tickets.  

December    January 

12-06 – Paul & Suzanne Grill  01-03 – Don & Myrna Anderson 

12-13 – Paul & Suzanne Grill  01-10 – Don & Myrna Anderson  

12-20 – Paul & Suzanne Grill  01-17 – Don & Myrna Anderson  

12-27 – Paul & Suzanne Grill  01-24 – Don & Myrna Anderson   

     01-31 – Don & Myrna Anderson  

Thank You 

Thank you to Jeff Kruse and Chuck Kruse for locating, sawing down, 

and securely setting up our outdoor Christmas tree. Thank you to 

those who donated lights and ornaments and to all who decorated it 

for us all to enjoy this Christmas season. 

Thank you to whoever created the holiday banner of “The Night Christ 

was Born”. The banner was dropped off on a Sunday morning, and we 

do not know who created and is sharing this banner. Please advise if 

you know. If you have not been inside the church and would like to 

see it, it is on the West wall near the front of the church. Thank you so 

much.  

Thank you to all who participated in the Drive-Thru Bethlehem – The 

Story of Jesus’ Birth. A lot of time and talent went into the many 

details of this event. Great costumes, Christmas messages, live 

animals, Christmas music, masked adults and youth, the ability to 

drive through with ease, and s’mores for treats. It was wonderful.  

We attended your live 

nativity drive-thru on 

Sunday, December 20. We 

were very impressed with 

all your work and planning 

to do this. It was a nice  

set-up and good “actors.” 

We have actually been to 

Bethlehem and really 

appreciated your display. 

Thank you, God Bless. 

—Carol & Walt Marz 
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Transition Team 

Do you have an inquisitive mind? Do you like to find out what people are thinking? Do you love North Valley Lutheran 

and want the church to live on for generations to come? If you have skills of asking people, seeking insight and 

desiring the best for North valley, the Transition Team might be the best place for you. 

The Transition team is the one that reviews past history, constitution, review current environment of the community, 

and seek future direction where people of the church want to go. They put together a picture called an MSP (Mission 

Site Profile) that will give guidance to the Synod Ministry and to potential candidates of who and what is needed at 

North Valley. It helps everyone to be on the same page of plans and expectations.  

This background and insight helps a prospective Pastor to know the environment at North Valley and it gives the Call 

Committee direction of the kinds of questions to ask, to make sure it is a good fit. 

Think about joining the Transition Team; contact anyone on the Council or Don Prose, President and let’s get started 

in 2021 to gain insights into a new call for a Pastor. 

Weather Alert and Worship Service 

You are always welcome to come and park to listen to the service but we are concerned when the weather gets too cold. 

Sitting in a running car is not always the wisest move. So we will have the service on Facebook and if you do not have 

that, we have a few seats inside to come in and be at the service. Many of you can not take that chance, so we invite you 

to continue to worship the safest way possible. We just warn that when it gets to be zero or wind chill is too strong: Be 

safe, stay home. God is with you wherever you are. Connect with God in the Word, meditation and prayer. You are loved; 

keep safe! 

Drive-Thru Nativity was a great success! 
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8 Smartphone Safety Apps That Could Save Your Life  

[The AARP Magazine, August / September 2020  issue has an article 

entitled “A Guardian Angel in Your Pocket,” by Jeff Csatari, (page 17)]  This 

article lists smartphone apps to make life safer.   

BSafe. This voice-activated SOS system sends your location to your 

selected contacts and automatically streams and records emergency 

video.  Features a built-in siren.  Android, iOS;  free 

Dark Sky Weather. Provides hyperlocal weather info for the next hour. 

Don’t get caught in a storm!   iOS;  $3.99/ lifetime 

First Aid by American Red Cross. Contains valuable info on what to do in 

any common first-aid emergency.  Also download free Red Cross apps for 

emergency weather alerts and expert advice for tornadoes, hurricanes, 

earthquakes and floods.   Android, iOS;  free 

Medisafe Medication Reminder. Get reminders on your phone for when to 

take your medication or supplements and when your supplies are running 

low.  Caregivers get real-time missed medication alerts.  The app also warns of potentially dangerous drug 

interactions.   Android, iOS;  free 

ICE Medical Standard. It’s like a medical alert bracelet on your smartphone’s lock-screen display, informing first 

responders of your conditions, allergies, medications and emergency medical contact information.   Android, 

iOS;  free 

Noonlight. Silently calls for help to your exact location with the tap of a button.  A trained operator at Noonlight’s 

monitoring center will text and call you to verify the alarm.  If you can’t talk or don’t respond, the app sends 911 

an alert including GPS location, profile information, and even a picture of you.   Android, iOS;  free 

Snug Safety. Made for people who live alone, this app checks on you at a time of day you select.  You press a 

green check mark on the app and receive a quote of the day.  If you fail to check in, your emergency contacts are 

notified.   Android, iOS;  free 

From the Parish Nurse  

COVID-19 Testing 

Free testing for COVID-19 remains limited locally. Those in need of testing can contact their local public health 

department for assistance in getting tested.  

There is a free COVID-19 testing site that will operate in Siren on dates in January and February 2021. That 

testing site is at 24720 Hwy 35/70 north of the Southwinds Plaza, with testing scheduled from 10am to 6pm, 

every other Friday, Jan. 8, Jan. 22, Feb. 5, Feb. 19, and March 5, 2021 

There is also free drive-thru COVID-19 testing at the Polk County Highway Department building 2, 901 Mallard 

Lane, in Balsam Lake, every other Wednesday, Dec. 30, then Jan. 13 and 27, Feb. 10 and 24, and March 10, 

2021, 9am-5pm. Register on-site or online the day of the event: register.covidconnect.wi.gov. This is for people 5 

and older, with symptoms or close contacts. Under 18 must have a parent present to give consent for the test. 
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Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette 715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

 

If you have any prayer requests, please 

contact anyone on the list, giving them 

as little or as much information as you 

wish. All info will be treated with respect 

and kept confidential. 

Lois Baldwin, Don Bengtson, Leif Bever, Cameron Collins, Sephonia Cowans, 
Scott Divine, Chyleen Johnson, Randall Krueger, Gene/Mary Krull, Amelia 
McKinney, Maria Morales, Teresa Studie, Dana Tellijohn, Rick Pederson, Jim 
Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Josiah Draves (Katie Hallgren’s partner), Mark 
Hotzler (Mary Krull’s son), Sharon Johnson (Anita Johnson’s mother), Matt 

Kludt (Kristie Wagner’s nephew), Michael Trumble (Krueger’s grandson) 

Sympathies to families of Al Lunde, Kenny Erickson 

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps), Arron Burns (Anna Hinde’s cousin) 

Send words of encouragement: 
Sgt. Tyler Brooks   SPC Burns, Arron 
1846 Darby Dr E5  TF Javelin 
Florence AL 35630  Unit #61378 

    APO AE 09877-1378 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound:  

Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 

We have been praying for …  

A word for the year 

Every January, some people pray and ask God to provide a word for their year ahead. Friends have shared theirs 

with me, but I was hesitant to embrace the practice myself. I’d love to receive a word like flourish; then again, I 

might be like the friend who heard health and then faced many physical challenges that year. 

But I tried it for 2020 and heard prepare. My first reaction was that the word wasn’t very exciting, which possibly 

confirmed I hadn’t orchestrated it. Indeed, 2020 ended up full of significant, unexpected change for our family, 

with careers, school, church and friends. Prepare reminded me that amid chaos, God had prepared me for each 

moment and continues to prepare me for what’s next. 

Give it a try! Regardless of the word you receive or what lies ahead, you can trust that God loves you and is 

ultimately in control for 2021 and beyond. —Janna Firestone 

Let’s Celebrate . . . 

Matt Saarem  01/?? 

Allen Metcalf  01/?? 

Cheri Chappelear  01/02 

Dane Olson  01/08 

Boe Carlson  01/13 

Kasey Ouellette  01/24 

Trinity Krueger  01/25 

River Olson  01/27 

Elverna Blomgren  01/28 

Oaklynn Olson  01/28 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

Grant Kuenkel  01/02 

Cindy Mabry  01/04 

Kenny Hansen  01/07 

Seth Olson  01/07 

Luann Olson  01/09 

Payton Wagner  01/09 

Mark Nelson  01/11 

Mitchell Stage  01/11 

Mary Jo Hacker  01/16 

Ruby McIntyre  01/16 

Nash O'Donovan  01/16 

Bob Ditsch  01/18 

Trinity Krueger  01/24 

Aaron Kuenkel  01/25 

Andy Kruse  01/27 

Diane Nelson  01/31 

Sandy Mabry  01/31 

Birthdays 

Jan 8, 2010 Todd & Amanda Wagner 

Jan 10, 2018 Keith & Heidi Simmerman 

Jan 13, 1979 Marvin & Lori Sloper 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 



January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Annual Meeting 

postponed to sometime in 

May, when we can meet 

outside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

with Holy Communion 

 

4 

 

5 

 

 

6 

9am Worship 

Committee 

 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

9:30am Drive-In Worship  

 

11 

 

12 

 

 

13 

9am Worship 

Committee 

14 

 

 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

with Holy Communion 

 

 

18 

 

19 

7pm Council 

20 

9am Worship 

Committee 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

9:30am Drive-In Worship  

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

9am Worship 

Committee 

6pm Confirmation 

 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

9:30am Drive-In Worship  

1 2 3 4 5 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 

February 17 

6 

North Valley Lutheran Church 

1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria, WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

www.nvlch.org 

office@nvlch.org 
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 «AddressBlock» 

Worship Schedule 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page and our website 

www.nvlch.org 
 

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvlch.org.  

You can also set up automatic giving through your bank. 

Staff   

Pastor D. Sandahl 

Cell Phone: 651.442.6770 

Email: pastor@nvlch.org 

 

Church Email: office@nvlch.org 

Secretary: Mary Pollock  

8:45am-4:30pm Mondays 

8:45am-Noon Thursdays  

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone 

number. 
 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.  

Staff & Church Council  

Interim Pastor Dorothy Sandahl 

651.442.6770 

Office Secretary Mary Pollock 

Accompanist Sue Saarem 

Parish Nurse Suzanne Grill 

Custodian Kristie Kuenkel  

  
President Don Prose 

715.825.2323 

Vice President Gene Krull 

715.554.4147 

Secretary Tricia Olson 

Treasurer Al Arndt 

Other Council 

Members 

Bev Hopkins 

Jeff Kruse 

Dane Olson 

Tom Tellijohn 

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson 

Donna Berg 

Suzanne Grill 

Jan Kruse 

Youth Rep. Hunter Cox 

http://www.nvlch.org
mailto:pastor@nvlch.org
mailto:office@nvlch.org

