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Pastor’s Corner 

It would appear that spring has sprung, the 

farmers are getting the crops in the field, the 

docks and boats are going into the water, and 

people are looking forward to re-enter into the 

world after a year of reclusiveness. It is good to 

praise the Lord! 

Psalm 148 declares: “3Praise him, sun and 

moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 4Praise 

him, you highest heavens, and you waters 

above the heavens! 5Let them praise the name 

of the Lord, for he commanded, and they were 

created,” and calls humans to stand together 

with all created things to praise the one who 

formed us. 

There have been many losses during this last 

year: loss of people, time, connection, jobs, 

family; and we are ready to charge into 

reconnection and sharing our joy. Remember 

too, to take time to thank God you are here and 

able to connect; that God helped bring you 

through this time. 

As I think about Memorial Weekend coming, we 

remember too all those that suffered to keep us 

safe. We usually think of all our military during 

this time but this year it seems right to add the 

doctors and nurses that gave their lives in 

keeping others alive. Let us find ways to 

celebrate and expand a little to remember all 

lives that have passed, many we did not even 

have funerals for but do little things to 

celebrate their lives. I think of a member who 

loved music and construction; I want to listen to 

music more this year to remember. I think of a 

member that was a great grandpa; makes me 

want to listen to those grandkids and become 

better at caring. Let us find a memory of 

someone and maybe practice something that 

they were good at, praised for, and maybe this 

remembering and modeling will bring joy in 

memory and love. 

In the gatherings we begin to do, remember the 

church community and look for our new 

approach for summer on Wednesday, our WIG 

— Wed. Intergenerational Gathering. It will be a 

great time to bring praise, faith, memory and 

fun into our life together. Like every summer, it 

gets jam packed soon so please put the dates 

on your calendar and gather together. 

North Valley is in Transition not only between 

pastors but transition of vision and planning 

and future. Find a new way to connect, share 

your experiences with one another and show 

love to all you meet. We are being called into 

change, remain flexible, look for the joy and 

find new ground planted by God, watered by the 

heavens and seek to stand together with 

creation to show love and praise to God. Praise 

Him always! 

Much love and blessings as we enter the 

season of growth and plenty! 

Pastor D. 



Missionaries in Japan 
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The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline 

Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please 

be sure to label your donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in 

the offering plate. Thank you for your consideration of sponsoring our 

missionary in Japan.  

PLEASE SIGN UP TO SPONSOR OUR MISSIONARIES. 
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May 

05-02 — Donna Berg 

05-09 — Don Prose 

05-16 — Don Prose 

05-23 — Don Prose 

05-30 — Don Prose 

June 

06-06 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 

06-13 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 

06-20 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 

06-27 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 

 

CRA –Community Referral Agency 

The CRA provides assistance for women’s/men’s shelter in the area and they have needs:  

Food: Hot dogs, taco seasoning, coffee, sugar, condiments; ketchup, mustard, BBQ sauce 

Pantry items: Paper towels, toilet paper, laundry soap, garbage bags, dryer sheets, glass cleaner 

Children: Diapers, size 4 and 5 and 6 

Clothing: Underwear for children, men and women 

Ruby’s Pantry 

Third Tuesday each month, volunteers are needed. Complete volunteer form on this page 

www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer, sign up and show up. Your help is needed to make this happen each 

month. This is a major food source for over 200 families, but it takes 35 people to make it happen. Try it once; it 

may be the best job you will ever have. 

New Mattress Cover project for Luther Point 

Luther Point’s beds in the Retreat Center, Family Cabins, and Luther 

Lodge are in need of new mattress covers. We believe that the mattress 

covers in the Retreat Center have been there since the Retreat Center 

was opened, about 20 years ago. 

The purchase of new mattress covers is not something Luther Point’s budget or general fund can handle at this 

time. This project would involve 20 full size and 82 twin size mattress covers. The cost for each mattress cover is 

$16.00 for a full size and $12.00 for each twin size. 

Can you help Luther Point by donating funds to purchase a mattress cover or two or three? Donations of any size 

can be sent to Luther Point Bible Camp, 11525 Luther Point Road, Grantsburg, WI 54840. Please write “Mattress 

Covers” on the memo line. Or you can go to Luther Point’s website (www.lutherpoint.org) and make a donation 

online. For an online donation choose “Annual Fund” and then in the comments section write “Mattress Covers.”  

We will also be collecting funds through the June Quarter Bowl offering. 

Are you a Thrivent Member? Would you be willing to sponsor a Thrivent Action Team Grant for the Mattress Cover 

project? If so, contact Al Arndt (715-210-1355 or valleynorthal@gmail.com) or Sam Campeau, Luther Point’s 

Executive Director (715-689-2347 or sam@lutherpoint.org) 

https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer
http://www.lutherpoint.org
mailto:valleynorthal@gmail.com
mailto:sam@lutherpoint.org
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What we’ve been doing at North Valley 

GRANTS 

We are working on grants from the Northwest Synod to assist with updating our 

sound system so we don’t have cords all over the place, a limit of ability to 

utilize more microphones and recording moved away from the front of the altar. 

With the addition of so much media from radio, to Facebook, recording and 

incorporating projection ability, we need to get this system organized. Any help 

and support, please contact the Pastor and we will incorporate into the 

process. 

Another grant we are pursuing to work on creation and recycling and 

community. It is a grant to be a community resource to collect electronics and 

take them to the recycling center. Unless we receive funding, they one might 

not get started but would be a great way to interact with our neighbors and 

community.  

TRANSITION TEAM 

Survey Results: It appears most of you enjoy contact by email with some 

exceptions. Overall, people feel this is a beautiful building and a great 

community of people. Some suggestions noted that you might be interested in 

Bible Study. It is so hard to find a time as there is no history of a regular one so 

if 3-4 want to meet, tell me when, we can choose what you would like to study 

together. We have a couple that would like a book club but are having a hard 

time finding a time to meet. Let’s make this happen; find a joint time and let’s 

meet. 

History Results: Each Sunday, for five weeks, we are incorporating the history 

lessons we found that bring the story of North Valley alive. We are also putting 

these stories on Facebook for the public to see and hear about the history of 

North Valley. The young people don’t know the story so we need to share so we 

all understand the strength and courage it has taken to stay true to North 

Valley. 

Vision Statements: The Council and Transition Team has been working with 

Pastor Erin Nelson at the Synod to create Vision Statements of who we are. It is 

not easy to concisely state who North Valley is, our strengths and values. The 

Transition Team will bring statements to the next council meeting for review. 

When completed, by sharing these few sentences anyone would know what is 

important to people at North Valley, what beliefs and values you make 

decisions and follow God’s call into the world. 

COUNCIL ORGANIZATION: New CO- Presidents: Kristie Wagner and Don Prose 

will co-chair and make this year a smooth transition. Dan Livingston has 

become the Vice President to observe and learn more about the roles of 

leadership. Tricia Olson remains Secretary and Al Arndt will continue to do the 

great job of Treasurer. Let us welcome new leadership and thank those who 

continue. It is not easy leading some times so all support, verbal, card, a thank 

you helps make these roles easier. 

  

May 

Total Income - $6,436.92 

Total Paid Out - $10,127.82 

—Al Arndt, Treasurer 

Our Financial Report 

 

Welcome New Members 

Welcome to the Heilig family 

— Boyd, Jayda, and Leilani. 

They live fairly close and 

decided to become members 

of North Valley. Jayda 

received a new quilt as a high 

school graduate. We found 

out she had been Prom 

queen. Lani was confirmed 

here at North Valley in 2020, 

she is finishing 9th Grade. 

Boyd works for the Village of 

Milltown. All were greeted by 

friendly faces and loving 

arms of welcome on Sunday, 

May 23. 
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COVID-19 Information and Resources 

For General COVID-19 Questions Contact 2-1-1: 

Call: 2-1-1 or if you have an out of state number call 1-877-947-2211 

For Polk County COVID-19 Questions Contact the Health Department: 

Call: 715-485-9258 or Email: PHInfo@co.polk.wi.us 

For Business COVID-19 Questions Contact: 

Call: 715-485-9250 or Email: COVID19Business@co.polk.wi.us 
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From the Parish Nurse 

 

Have a safe vacation! 

—Suzanne Grill, P
arish Nurse NVLC For more 

information go to 

CDC.gov 

Type “safe travel” 

in the search box 
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Confirmation—Wednesday, June 9, at 5:30pm at the church 

It has been difficult to find times to meet with the whole confusion of this year. Materials from previous years 

duplicated and frustrating all around. We are planning on Confirmation this fall on Reformation Sunday,   

...but we need to gather this summer to interact and bring our group together. We are asking the Confirmation 

students to be a main source of help for WIG, a program to gather family and friends for education and fun 

once a week. In order to connect and talk about this we will meet June 9 at 5:30, have pizza and a movie and 

talk about these plans. Please plan on parents attending also; students do not learn in isolation but with their 

parents to be part of that education. And parents are WIGs for the summer programs too. 

 

Wednesday Intergenerational Gathering (WIG) at North Valley  
Q – What is this Gathering, meaning all generations? 

A – Yah, no matter what age, this is for YOU!   Some might think this is similar to VBS, only it will be soooooo 

different and exciting for all.  We will doing a global theme with practical fun experience. 

Q – When are we doing this? 

A – Five Wednesdays this summer: July 14, 21 (off for Fair on 28), Aug 4, 11, 18 

Q – Some of the subject matter is pretty cheesy. How can cheesy be part of Bible study?  

A – Glad you asked - Wisconsin is one of the featured places in the curriculum we are using called River of 

Life. It focuses on World Hunger, describing real projects in the world, special foods of that area, games, 

songs, crafts, more.  

Q – I think crafts don’t work. How will I manage to do the stuff with my two left thumbs? 

A – That’s what the friends and families are all about. We’ll help each other. And the evening will be more 

than crafts.  

Q – You mean we get fed?  

A – Yup! We’ll start us off with a meal at 5:30pm.  

Q – This is sounding better all the time. How do I sign up? 

A – You don’t. You just show up. 

JUSTICE AND JOY — Resolutions from the Synod Assembly 

Discussion at our Annual Meeting reflected that more knowledge and discussion is needed to be done before 

the members could take action on recommendations. So, here is the first resolution about creation: 

Resolution in Support of Creation Care  

Whereas God has created us and all that exists, given and preserves our bodies and all the necessities for life 

[The First Article: On Creation, Luther’s Small Catechism]; and Whereas the 1993 ELCA Social Statement 

Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice affirms that “we are called to care for the earth as God cares for 

the earth;” and Whereas climate research is clear that there has been a rapid rise in the levels of carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere, with current levels (<400 ppm) the highest in the past probably 2,000,000 years. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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BFF - Pop Up Church! 

Q – What exactly is BFFs? 

A – Bible Friends and Family  

Q – And what is a Pop Up Church? 

A – A new way to interact with family, friends and with other church families by sharing together. Several area 

churches will participate with each one providing a different experience on a Sunday Evening, chosen by the church.   

Q – What’s so new about that?  

A – Lots! It’s going to be a “round robin” between several churches in the area. It includes everyone, not just kids. 

Whole families and even grandparents can participate, travel to other churches and meet new friends.  

Q – So what’s going on at these nights?  

A – A different Bible character/story will be featured each time. We’ll do activities that fit with the life of this character 

to build knowledge, fun and friendship. It could be a service project, creation project or a craft and games. Each will 

plan their night for everyone.  

Q – But what if I can’t make them all?  

A – Good point. Join the fun beginning at 5:30 finish up by 7:30; meal will be provided. Bring family and friends. 

Q – Oh, is this cost me anything?  

A – Just an arm and a leg getting to the event and it would be great if you brought something for the food shelf… 

please! In fact, we’re going to see which church brings the most. The Reward… somebody won’t go hungry!  

Q – Okay. So when and where do I go?  

A – All you have to do is check the schedule below and show up!  

Sunday, June 27 for McKinley/Georgetown 

Sunday, July 11 at North Valley – Esther is coming to share what happened! 

Sunday, July 25 at Balsam Lake 

Sunday, August 8 

Sunday, August at Luck  

Next meeting is Wed, June 16th 6:30 via zoom…. will send out to all a notice. 

JUSTICE AND JOY — Resolutions from the Synod Assembly 

This increase has occurred most rapidly in the past 200 years during the worldwide Industrial 

Resolution1 ; therefore, be it Resolved that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin shall urge all members to 

exemplify personal and institutional care for Creation by practicing energy conservation, purchasing energy 

efficient items, investing in renewable energy, and eliminating single-use plastics; and be it further  

Resolved that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin shall encourage all congregations in the synod to celebrate a 

four-week Season of Creation in the fall, and the Synod shall provide preaching and worship resources for this 

season; and be it further Resolved that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin shall provide confirmation 

curriculum for all congregations to educate youth on Care for Creation; and be it further  

Resolved that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin shall create a section of the Bishop’s report to collect 

information about each congregation’s efforts to care for Creation  

(Continued from page 6) 



Prayer Shawl Ministry 

We have an active Prayer Shawl Ministry at North Valley. Yarn is available at the church to make shawls.  

Talk to Gwen Morrissette if you have any questions —715-781-3047. You can find more information about the 

prayer shawl ministry at www.shawlministry.com. 
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Volunteer Appreciation  
and Open House 

 

Friday, June 11, 1:30pm to 3:00pm 
 

The Lodge of Taylors Falls 
1051 Mulberry Street, Taylors Falls MN 

RSVP by calling 651-240-0140 
 

Are you interested in becoming a volunteer at 

our Assisted Living Community?  Have you vol-
unteered with us in the past?  Please join us in 
this Volunteer Appreciation Open House.  We 

would love to meet you and invite you to see all 
of our current volunteer opportunities! 

 

 

See light, be light 

In January 2021, National Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman 

presented her poem “The Hill We Climb” at the presidential 

inauguration. The final lines read: “For there is always light, / if only 

we’re brave enough to see it. / If only we’re brave enough to be it.” 

How often we long for light! In recent years we’ve agonized amid 

pandemic, angry politics and new awareness of racism. Some have 

suffered deep sorrow. But Jesus says, “I am the light of the world” 

(John 8:12) and invites us to turn to him. God is always bringing light 

into darkness, through helpers, healers, peacemakers, friends. 

Sometimes bravery is required to turn our focus from the negative to 

the positive — to see the light of God. 

Jesus also says, “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14, 

emphasis added) and calls us to brighten the gloom. That requires 

bravery, as Gorman notes, but as Christians we’re urged to look for light not just to make our own lives better but 

to shine into others’ lives too. The Holy Spirit gives us the needed courage — to both see and be light. 

http://www.shawlministry.com
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Fundraiser — Maria Morales 

June 13, 10:30-12:30 following the Sunday service, we will be serving 

pancakes outside at the church. If you prefer to take home, we will have boxes 

to go. Toppings available and great company. Free-will offering to support Maria 

following transplant surgery. 

Men’s Group 

North Valley Men’s Group is making Pancakes on June 13 as a fundraiser for 

Maria Morales. If you are wondering who is in the men’s group, it is all men in 

the congregation, so make sure you are ready, willing and able to help make 

this happen. It sounds like W/ELCA will gather supplies in preparation for the 

event. If we use a Thrivent grant, maybe even have sausages with the 

pancakes. Let’s gather in love and fellowship to make this event successful. 

  

Many of you have been on the 

journey of following Maria and her 

battle with a rare form of 

leukemia. She was first diagnosed 

in 2007 and has fought a hard 

fight. She is now scheduled to 

undergo allogenic stem cell 

transplant since they found a 

100% match!! Amazing. Along 

with doing a transplant comes 

heavy medical debts and long 

recovery time. She does have a 

therapy dog that is still in training 

but helping her along with this 

fight. Her transplant is scheduled 

for May 26th. Any help with 

donations, prayers, and well 

wishes are hugely appreciated. 

Gofundme link: 

https://gofund.me/6d2865dd 

Update on Maria Morales 
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Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette 715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

 

If you have any prayer requests, please 

contact anyone on the list, giving them 

as little or as much information as you 

wish. All info will be treated with respect 

and kept confidential. 

 

We want to open a chain email, of 

course all information is very private. If 

you would be interested in praying for 

people, contact Donna Berg 

fairviewacres33@lakeland.ws. 

Leif Bever, Cameron Collins, Sephonia Cowans, Randall Krueger, Amelia 

McKinney, Maria Morales, Teresa Studie, Dana Tellijohn, Rick Pederson, Jim 

Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Josiah Draves (Katie Hallgren’s partner), Sharon 

Johnson (Anita Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie Wagner’s nephew), 

Rhonda Krueger & Rebecca Kalstad (Randall & Glenda Krueger’s daughter & 

granddaughter), Raine Lampert, Carolyn Nelson (Tristan Divine’s mother), 

Michael Trumble (Krueger’s grandson) 

Continued Healing: Scott Divine, Bev Hopkins, Anita Johnson, Carleen Matosky, 

Marilynn Nehring  

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps) 

Send words of encouragement: 

Sgt. Tyler Brooks    

1846 Darby Dr E5   

Florence AL 35630 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound:  

Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 

Comforts of Home — Lois Baldwin 

We have been praying for …  

Let’s Celebrate . . . 

06/08 Ed Collins 

06/11 Jason Lunde 

06/11 Don Prose 

06/12 De Olson 

06/12 Renea Heller 

06/12 Debbie Collins 

06/14 Jan Kruse 

06/16 Julia Cox 

06/19 Krystal Juleen 

06/23 Grace Odberg 

06/23 Todd Wagner 

06/26 Ben Cox 

06/26 Hunter Cox 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

06/05 Wyatt Kuenkel 

06/06 Dan Goulet 

06/08 Bennett Frank 

06/11 Joey Nelson 

06/11 Anne Fletcher 

06/11 Isaiah Ostlund 

06/15 Cameron Collins 

06/16 Belle McIntyre 

06/16 Piper Hallgren-Draves 

06/17 Mary Lundquist 

06/17 Keith Tober 

06/17 Noah Cox 

06/19 Chevy Smisek 

06/20 Lori Sloper 

06/20 Greg Peper 

06/21 Madison Simmerman 

06/23 Josephine Livingston 

06/24 George Simonson 

06/25 Elverna Blomgren 

06/25 Dale Rue 

06/25 Jeff Kruse 

06/28 Ed Collins 

Birthdays 

06/14/2003 Ed & Debbie Collins 

06/15/1996 Adam & Julie Bever 

06/18/2016 Colin & Kasie O'Donovan 

06/21/1986 Greg & Karen Peper 

06/22/2019 Derek & Jessica Jaskolka 

Wedding Anniversary 



June 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

Join us for worship 

in person, online, 

and parking lot 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion  

 

 

7 

5:45pm 

Transition 

Team Mtg 

8 

 

 

9 

9am Worship 

Committee Mtg 

 

5:30pm 

Confirmation 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

11am Funeral 

Don Bengtson 

13 

9:30am Worship 

10:30-12:30  

Pancake Breakfast 

Fundraiser for  

Maria Morales 

 

 

14 

5:45pm 

Transition 

Team Mtg 

15 

7pm Council 

 

 

16 

9am Worship 

Committee Mtg 

 

6:30pm BFF Team 

Zoom Mtg 

17 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion 

JULY NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

21 

 

22 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27  

9:30am Worship with Hymn-

sing 

 

5:30pm BFF Popup Church 

at McKinley/Georgetown 

 

28 29 

 

30 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

 

North Valley Lutheran Church 

1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria, WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

www.nvlch.org 

office@nvlch.org 

Pastor D. is attending continuing ed. and on vacation June 20-July 3.  

Please contact Pastor Greg at Luck Lutheran in a pastoral emergency at 715-419-0010. 

Pastor D. is on vacation June 20-July 3.  



1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

office@nvlch.org 

www.nvlch.org 
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 «AddressBlock» 

Worship Schedule 

9:30am Worship 

Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page 

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvlch.org.  

You can also set up giving through your banks automatic bill pay. 

Staff   

Pastor D. Sandahl 

Cell Phone: 651.442.6770 

Email: pastor@nvlch.org 

 

Church Email: office@nvlch.org 

Secretary: Mary Pollock  

8:45am-4:30pm Mondays 

8:45am-Noon Thursdays  

Please notify the church office if you 

have a new address or phone number. 
 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd 

Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.  

Staff & Church Council  

Interim Pastor Dorothy Sandahl 

651.442.6770 

Office Secretary Mary Pollock 

Accompanist Sue Saarem 

Parish Nurse Suzanne Grill 

Custodian Kristie Kuenkel  

  
Co-Presidents Kristie Wagner 

Don Prose 

Vice President Dan Livingston 

Secretary Tricia Olson 

Treasurer Al Arndt 

Other Council 

Members 

Charlie Christensen 

Bev Hopkins 

Jeff Kruse 

Tom Tellijohn 

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson 

Donna Berg 

Suzanne Grill 

Jan Kruse 

Youth Rep.  

http://www.nvlch.org
mailto:pastor@nvlch.org
mailto:office@nvlch.org

