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Maggie’s Musings 

long term and broad sustainability of education for 

our church.” 

Dana asked if she could do her internship at North 

Valley with me being her supervisor. The Council 

said yes to this, and I agreed wholeheartedly! It 

would benefit Dana because she doesn’t have to 

uproot her household, as she lives only about 5 

miles from church. It would benefit us to have her 

as an innovative intern! If she is accepted into the 

program, she would begin June 2020 and be with 

us until June 2022, at which time I would retire.  

Dana also has gone through the mandatory 

psychological testing required of all pastoral 

candidates. She passed! Dana has gone through 

one interview at Luther, and will have a 2-day 

interview on January 27 and 28. Please keep her in 

prayer as she goes through this process. The 

announcement of who will be accepted will not be 

until the end of February. Please also keep Luther 

Seminary officials in prayer. We will have minimal 

expenses for the internship. Details of the 

internship will be outlined at our 2020 annual 

meeting. 

What a gift and blessing for the church at large and 

for us. What an opportunity we have for building up 

the body of Christ! 

Blessings,  

Dear Friends, 

“Pastor Maggie, are you retiring in February?”  

My answer: “No, I am not.” That was the original 

plan if we merged with the Milltown and Fristad 

congregations. However, that did not happen so the 

next date I chose to retire would have been at the 

end of August 2020 when I turn 66 and could 

receive full social security payments.  

However, I might be staying longer! Dana Paulsen, a 

music teacher at Unity, wants to make a career 

change from teacher to preacher. She has been 

officially approved by our synod to become an ELCA 

pastoral candidate. She has applied to Luther 

Seminary in the MDIvX program, which is an 

accelerated Master’s of Divinity degree. 

Luther Seminary received in 2018 the largest single 

donation in its history: a $21.4 million commitment 

to pilot an accelerated Master of Divinity program. 

The gift funded a pilot program designed to allow 

the seminary to educate and train students in two 

years, instead of the four years typically needed for 

a master's degree in divinity. The gift was to reduce 

the cost to students and lower college debt, which 

has been a detriment to seminary school 

enrollment. 

The students will receive full-tuition scholarships, 

living expense stipends, books and other learning 

materials, computer software, and travel expenses 

for immersion experiences. They also will be paid 

for their internships in accordance with ELCA 

standards. In addition, by reducing the time spent in 

seminary, students will realize a significant savings 

in living expenses, estimated at more than 

$100,000 per learner. 

Dean Buntrock, the founder and former chairman 

and CEO of Waste Management, Inc., and long-time 

benefactor of Lutheran higher education, made the 

donation. “This pilot project is designed to inspire 

and support innovative leadership development 

churchwide,” Buntrock said. “It will attract 

exceptional candidates from across the nation who 

show potential to be spiritually strong, theologically 

faithful, and entrepreneurially innovative. The 

outcomes will lead to further church leadership 

innovation for years to come. It is also my hope that 

others in the church will step up and ensure the 
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Missionaries in Japan 
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The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline 

Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet in entry 

by Missions bulletin board. Please be sure to label your donation as a 

“missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you for 

your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan. 
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Thanks for your 

generosity. 

JANUARY 

01-05 – Don & Myrna Anderson 

01-12 –  

01-19 –  

01-26 – 

FEBRUARY 

02-02 –  

02-09 –  

02-16 –  

02-23 – 

Mission Opportunities 

“SOUP”ER BOWL OF CARING Sunday – February 2, 2020 

Nearly 100 million American’s are expected to tune in to 

watch the Super Bowl. Many of them will be hosting or 

attending parties with abundant food, friendship, and 

fellowship. At the same time, nearly 1 billion people will 

be hungry – some worrying about staying warm, finding 

shelter, and securing the next meal. 

Please join us in remembering the hungry this Super 

Bowl Sunday – and donate soup or give a donation to 

help fight hunger on Super Bowl Sunday. Thanks. Our 

donations will go to Loaves and Fishes and Joy Lutheran 

Food Shelf.  

“O Come Let Us Worship the Lord” is the theme for our Lenten season this year. It combines a previous Lenten series we 

did years ago with a new twist. Sue Saarem, our staff musician, shared that she would like to see a music series for the 

Lenten season, where we would have a different musical group every Wednesday. We contacted Luck Lutheran to see if 

they could host. They said yes, so all our Wednesdays will be at Luck Lutheran except for Ash Wednesday, February 26, 

which will be held here at North Valley. Sue has arranged wonderful music for us, starting out with the “The Blessings Trio” 

on March 4. First Lutheran in Cushing and Laketown Lutheran will also be joining us. Mentoring will also be part of the 

Lenten season.  

The services will be at 6:30 p.m. and will feature 45 minutes of 

music, with an opening hymn and dialogue, theme message, and 

closing prayer and hymn. We will be giving out a home altar, 

composed of 6 items; a purple cloth, a shell, a cross, a little Bible, 

an olive wood communion cup, and a candle. The components will 

be given out every week. A complete listing of the special music and 

weekly themes will be in the March newsletter.  

Plans for our Lenten Services 

  

If you have Thrivent Choice 

Dollars available – please 

be sure to direct those 

funds to the organizations 

participating in Choice 

Dollars of your choice or 

those funds will expire 

March 31, 2020. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
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INTERFAITH CAREGIVERS OF POLK COUNTY 

Thank you for responding to your neighbors’ plea with your gift. Your support 

helps assure our services will be there for people who need help in the future. 

Thank you for your dedicated support and your partnership in ministry helping 

people in our community. —Mickey 

ENDEAVORS 

On behalf of the Staff and Board of Directors, we would like to thank you for 

your generous gift. We sincerely appreciate your support of our organization 

and the participants we serve. —Debra Kutina, Interim Director 

COMMUNITY REFERRAL AGENCY 

Thank you so much for you kind and generous donation to Community Referral 

Agency. This contribution is greatly appreciated by our clients, volunteers, and 

staff. Thank you. —CRA Staff and Clients 

LOAVES & FISHES INTERFAITH FOOD SHELF 

Thank you for your gift given to our food shelf in December 2019. 

UNITED PIONEER HOME 

Thank you for the birthday party treats! —Residents and Staff 

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES – CHERISH ALL CHILDREN 

Thanks to your generosity, Cherish All Children is reaching children and youth 

to keep them safe from sexual exploitation and trafficking. In the words of one 

person, “You may never know me, but know that you have given me a better 

life.” 

 Your partnership makes it possible for Cherish All Children to train youth as 

well as adults to recognize red flags and common tactics predators use. 

Participants also learn about healthy relationships and how to value, respect, 

and support all people as beloved children of God. 

 As your partners, we encourage you to use our resources to engage your 

congregation or community group. Please visit cherishallchildren.org to get 

started. 

 In hope and gratitude, —Joy McElroy, Executive Director 

LUTHER POINT BIBLE CAMP 

Your generous donation to the Annual Fund is accepted with sincere 

appreciation. Your support makes it possible for the ministry of Luther Point 

Bible Camp to continue to be a place where youth and families are nurtured 

and empowered for “Forming Faith, Pointing to Christ.” 

 Our program committee is hard at work planning Summer 2020 with the 

theme: “Broken & Blessed.” While kids are at camp we will be exploring the 

story of Moses and the Exodus to see how God works in all people, not just 

people who seem to “have it all together.” Summer registration is open so head 

over to www.LutherPoint.org to save your spot today! We have camps for ages 

birth to 100+! 

 Sincerely, —Sam Campeau, Executive Director 

Words of Thanks 

Staff & Church Council  

Pastor Maggie Isaacson 

Office Secretary Mary Pollock 

Accompanist Sue Saarem 

Parish Nurse Suzanne Grill 

Custodian Kristie Kuenkel  

  
President Don Prose 

Vice President  

Secretary  

Treasurer Al Arndt 

Other Council 

Members 

Bev Hopkins 

Gene Krull 

Jeff Kruse 

Dane Olson 

Patricia Olson 

Tom Tellijohn 

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson 

Donna Berg 

Suzanne Grill 

Jan Kruse 

Youth Rep. Hunter Cox 
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From our Parish Nurse... 
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The Bencke Family in Japan 

In the United States, January is the month 

of new beginnings. Resolutions. Fresh 

starts. Most colleges finish the semester in 

December, and January or February marks 

the start of a new semester.  

Resolution is a funny word. Re-solution. Re-

solve. As though the word itself knows that 

this is not the first go-around with trying 

something. Or perhaps it is a confirmation 

that the natural cycle of things means 

finishing one thing – a year, for example – 

should naturally point us into the start of 

something new. 

January at Kyushu Lutheran College, where 

Patrick and I both work, is the last month of 

the school year. Today is the last day of 

classes for the semester. Final exams start 

tomorrow. Presentations, paper tests, 

research seminars, performances, will all 

be completed over the next couple of 

weeks. It is a period of time for completing 

things. Finishing. For many people, 

finishing something often happens 

simultaneously with resolutions. “I know I 

can do better,” is the thinking. At least it is 

for me. The new school year won’t begin 

until April 1st, so between now and then, 

we will simultaneously be bringing closure 

to this school year while preparing for next 

year. This will be a year of a couple of 

major changes for our school, and for our 

family. 

Our college chaplain, who has been at KLC 

since 2009, will retire in April, and move to 

Nagasaki, and we will have a new leader at 

the college in that capacity. In March, our 

daughter, Emilie, will graduate from Luther 

High School – the first American citizen to 

go through the entire 6 year school system 

at a Japanese Lutheran school. She will 

move to the United States and start 

college, thousands of miles away from us. 

(The decision is still pending as to where 

she will land….) Patrick will return to the 

classroom full time, after a semester that 

warranted three heart surgeries, and many 

trips to the hospital for follow-up care, and 

then recovery. The forthcoming changes 

are in a context of positive momentum, but 

they are a little scary, nonetheless. 

While I was in the U.S. to visit family at the 

beginning of the year, I had a chance to 

visit with a friend from college. She was 

telling me about a situation with her child, 

who was facing some significant 

challenges in her young adult life. We both 

agreed that it seems like when big changes 

are on the horizon, and then they don’t 

turn out as we expect them to, that we 

have to experience a kind of grief. 

Perhaps we question God’s goodness. 

We experience unbelief. We have to re-

solve and resolve something that we 

thought was already solved. We have to 

find new solutions. Re-solutions. 

Sometimes we have to dig deep to find 

the energy and courage to get on that 

path.  

I think it is often when we reach across 

to our neighbors, our partners, our 

friends and family, our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, when we are able to 

draw strength from the Lord. And once 

our cups have been filled, usually there 

is plenty more to share. Our Lord is so 

full of grace and strength, and we can be 

those vessels to pour out His goodness 

onto those around us. He is the source, 

and we are blessed to be the tributaries 

to carry His grace to the outer reaches of 

our lives.  

On December 18th, we held the 

Christmas Worship service at Kyushu 

Lutheran College. We had almost 75 

students who participated directly in the 

service this year. We held a rehearsal for 

this service a few days before, and after 

the rehearsal, I gave students their “pep 

talk.” In that little speech, I told them 

how very special each of them was to 

me, how each of them in their own way, 

helped me and our family walk those 

difficult weeks over the semester, either 

in their quiet nod of understanding when 

I told them about Patrick’s condition, or 

in their hard work while I was absent, 

and how they became Christ-like for me. 

How their words were often warm and 

consoling, how in their music they 

nourished the ache of my soul with 

beauty, and how in their quiet presence, 

they were embodying “Immanuel,” “God 

with us,” about whom they were going to 

be singing and who they would be 

worshiping during the service. My 

Japanese was probably pretty lame, but 

they understood. Some cried. Some 

looked down. Some clapped. And a few 

days later, we all worshipped together. 

And it was beautiful. It was like an end 

and a beginning, all in one. It seemed to 

mark the end of a “period of pain,” and 

the beginning of a “period of healing.” 

May this year be one of beauty and 

healing for each of you. 

Our current mailing address: 

BENCKE FAMILY 

KUMAMOTO SHI 

KITA-KU 

SHIMIZU MANGOKU 5-17-17 

861-8068 

JAPAN 

Email: jacqueline.bencke@gmail.com 

  

You are invited to the Ordination 

of Emily Stelling on Saturday, 

March 14, at 11am, at St. 

Paul—Reformation Lutheran 

Church, 100 Oxford St. North, 

St. Paul, MN. A reception will 

follow in the Parish Hall. 

Please RSVP by March 7 to 

Emily Stelling by calling her at 

715-417-4370. 

Emily has been called to be the 

pastor at Pilgrim Lutheran 

Church of Frederic and Bethany 

Lutheran Church of Siren. 

Emily Stelling’s Ordination 
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Lois Baldwin, Cameron Collins, Tristan 

Divine, Chyleen Johnson, Al Lunde, 

Amelia McKinney, Maria Morales, 

Tehya Studie, Teresa Studie, Jim 

Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Wayne 

Hansen, Mark Hotzler (Mary Krull’s 

son), Roger Johnson (Rich Johnson’s 

brother), Sharon Johnson (Anita 

Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie 

Wagner’s nephew), Joan Ouellette 

(Anita Johnson’s aunt), Abby 

Palmquist, Charlotte Rossow (Dan 

Johnson’s partner), Michael Trumble 

(Krueger’s grandson), Joy Lutheran 

(Fristad/Milltown Congregations) 

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps), 

Austin Ostby (Paul & Kris Brooks’s 

son-in-law), Arron Burns (Anna 

Hinde’s cousin) 

Send words of encouragement: 

Sgt. Tyler Brooks  

1846 Darby Dr E5 

Florence AL 35630 

SPC Burns, Arron 

TF Javelin 

Unit #61378 

APO AE 09877-1378 

Nursing Home/Assisted 

Living/Homebound:  

Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 

United Pioneer Home — Frank Simon 

We have been praying for …  

Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette 715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

Mary Krull 715-554-3231 

 

If you have any prayer requests, please 

contact anyone on the list, giving them 

as little or as much information as you 

wish. All info will be treated with respect 

and kept confidential. 

Let’s Celebrate . . . 

Feb 3 Daxton O’Donovan 

Feb 5 Brittany Sandberg 

Feb 11 Kristie Kuenkel 

Feb 12 Mitch Sandberg 

Feb 13 Jamie Carlson 

Feb 13 Layla Visger 

Feb 16 Heidi Simmerman 

Feb 20 Nate Fisk 

Feb 24 Billie Erickson 

 Landon Morales 

 Jaisa Ouellette 

Feb 27 Aaron Kuenkel 

 Jim Morrissette 

Feb 28 Isaiah Ostlund 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

Feb 1 Belva Moline 

Feb 2 Hunter Carlson 

Feb 3 Hunter Pederson 

 Daxton O’Donovan 

Feb 4 Jim Morrissette 

Feb 7 Nevaeh Luster 

Feb 9 Mike Mabry 

Feb 10 Julie Bever 

Feb 11 Don Prose 

 Evan White 

Feb 12 Roger Anderson 

Feb 13 Kaden Draves 

Feb 14 Angie Brecka 

 Keigen Tober 

Feb 15 Kim Bibeau 

 Cola DeNucci 

 Caleb Larson 

Feb 18 Delores Anderson 

 Craig Carlson 

Feb 19 Jordan Olson 

Feb 20 Jodie Anderson 

 Taylor Erickson 

Feb 22 Allen Lunde 

Feb 23 Jennifer Meagher 

Feb 24 Brent Hacker 

Feb 25 Lyndsey Heilig 

 Kelsey Melin 

Feb 27 Axel Melin 

Birthdays 

Feb 14, 1992 Brad & Mary Jo Hacker 

Feb 19, 2011 Eddie Reh & Anita 

Johnson 

Feb 24, 1968 Jerry & Joyce Wagner 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Save the Date!  

This year’s Sweetheart Auction will be Sunday, February 9,  

right after church. Adam Bever will be back to be our joyful auctioneer, along 

with his family to help out. Consider being a donator by bringing something to 

sell (remember we have had everything from delightful baked goods to quiche 

to bottles of wine) or a buyer. Of course, many of us are both.  



February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2  

9:30am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

Blood Pressure checks 

after worship 

3 

11:30am 

Northwoods 

Homeless Shelter 

Board Meeting 

4 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

7pm Good Life 

Group at E 

Conf. Rm. Govt. 

Ctr.  

 

5 

9am Worship 

Committee 

 

5:30pm Pizza 

6pm Worship 

6:30pm Classes 

6 

2pm Jail Ministry 

7 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

9 

9:30am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

SWEETHEART AUCTION 

1pm Luther Point Bible 

Camp Annual Meeting at 

the Camp 

10 

 

11 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

 

12 

1pm Worship at 

Comforts of 

Home, SCF 

 

5:30pm Pizza 

6pm Worship 

6:30pm Classes 

13 

Pastors 

Conference 

Meeting 

2pm Jail Ministry 

 

 

 

14 

 

15 

2pm 

Memorial 

Service for 

Michael 

Isaacson 

16 

9:30am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

 

MARCH NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

17 

 

18 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

19 

5:30pm Pizza 

6pm Worship 

6:30pm Classes 

 

 

 

20 

2pm Jail Ministry 

6:30pm Chronic 

Illness/Pain Group 

 

 

21 

 

22 

Walking 

Together 

Event at , 

Eau Claire  

23  

9:30am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

 

 

 

24 

 

25 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

26 

1pm Worship at 

Comforts of 

Home, SCF 

 

5:30pm Pizza 

6pm Worship 

6:30pm Classes 

27 

2pm Jail Ministry 

28 

 

29 

 

North Valley Lutheran Church 

1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria, WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

www.nvlch.org 

nvlch@lakeland.ws 



Ministry Assistants 
If you are not able to usher, please contact  
Head Usher, Bob Ditsch at 715-825-3729 

 

Altar Guild .............................. Myrna Anderson 
 

 

Bulletin Sponsors ($10) 
 

Newsletter Sponsor ($20) 
 

1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

nvlch@lakeland.ws 

www.nvlch.org 

North Valley Lutheran Church 
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Worship Schedule 

9:30am Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Wednesday Evening Education  

5:30pm Pizza 

6:00pm Worship 

6:30pm Classes 
 

 

Staff   

Pastor Home Phone: 715-472-2838 

 Cell Phone: 715-553-1350 

 Home Email: snickerdoodle@lakeland.ws 

 Church Email: nvlch@lakeland.ws 
 

Secretary 8:30am-4:30pm Mondays 

 8:30am-11:30am Thursdays  
 

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or 

phone number. 
 

 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.  
 

 

Visit our website at www.nvlch.org 

 «AddressBlock» 

Altar Guild 2020 

If anyone is interested in learning the 

responsibilities of and/or assisting a month or 

more with altar guild in 2020 please contact 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585.  

mailto:snickerdoodle@lakeland.ws
mailto:nvlch@lakeland.ws
http://nvlch.org/

