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Maggie’s Musings 

today we note what they accomplished: the 

clearing of the woods, the buildings, the splendid 

roads and schools, and our beloved church. Yes in 

all this work, we cannot but feel we owe them a 

tribute and a grateful thanks to God for leaving us 

the fruits of the work they nobly and willingly did. It 

would please them now if they knew that we 

continued well what they began for us. With Lincoln 

we say, ‘The world will little note nor long 

remember what we say here but it can never forget 

what they did.’ To God alone be the glory!”  

The question we face today is how DO we continue 

the work of the pioneers who founded North 

Valley? We do not seek to relive the past, but we 

should never forget it. Is it to continue in that great 

tradition of North Valley or is it to consolidate with 

Fristad and Milltown? Much conversation and 

many meetings have occurred over the past 6 

months about this mutual ministry between the 3 

congregations. On June 30 a report and 

recommendation will be given in a joint worship 

service of the 3 churches at Fristad. We will take 

two weeks to discuss the consolidation and then 

vote upon it as a congregation. Word of advice! In 

(Continued on page 3) 

Dear Friends and Members of North Valley, 

How wonderful to be celebrating 140 years on 

Sunday, June 9! It took a lot of courage for 

many to leave their home country of Norway 

and take the long and difficult sea voyage to 

America.  

Those immigrants found their way to this part 

of the country and decided that they would like 

to form a place of worship, so they did. Faith 

was important to these people as was the faith 

that God would provide them with the spiritual 

leaders they needed. 

Olva Johnson said in her history of North Valley 

in the 100th Anniversary booklet, with a quote 

from the 75th anniversary booklet:  

 “Today as we begin a new century and think of 

how conditions have changed, we can truthfully say 

we live in a changing world. We find that: “Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.” 

Heb. 13:8. Yes, for our needs remain the same-

food, clothing, and spiritual guidance.   

 As we look back, we note that our blessings 

have been countless for our North Valley Church. 

Let us pray that in the coming century we may 

continue to nurture the fruits started through the 

faith and labors of our forefathers this one hundred 

years ago. May we strive and work for the 

accomplishments as put forth so well in our History 

for the 75th Anniversary, which follows:  

 In looking to the future let, us pray that a true 

Christian spirit may be instilled in the younger 

generations. The real future of the church depends 

on the young folks of today. Let us keep in mind, 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and even 

when he is old he will not depart from it.” Prov. 22:6 

 It is fitting and proper that we of today think 

back of the early pioneers, fixing in our mind’s eye a 

picture of conditions of the time. We think of the 

struggles they had, the hard work and times, the 

loneliness and all privations of pioneers. Then, 
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Missionaries in Japan 
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The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline 

Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet in entry 

by Missions bulletin board. Please be sure to label your donation as a 

“missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you for 

your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan. 
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Thanks for your 

generosity. 

May 

05-05 – Bette Tooley 

05-12 –  

05-19 – Don & Myrna Anderson 

05-26 – 

JUNE 

06-02 –  

06-09 –  

06-16 –  

06-23 – 

06-30 – 

Mission Opportunities 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

THANK YOU for your 

donations to our Lutheran 

World Relief projects for 

Personal Care Kits and Baby 

Care Kits. And thank you to 

the energetic crew who 

helped compile and pack the 

kits. We packed 66 personal 

care kits and 8 baby care 

kits.  

Continue collecting needed items for any/all kits as this is an on-going project. Some 

items that are needed: Children’s T-shirts, pajamas, sleepers without feet, and gowns 

up to size 2, receiving blankets, dark hand towels, nail clippers, and dark bath towels. 

Any items brought at any time are appreciated. 

Beth Egge, Gwen Morrissette, Joey Nelson, Jan Kruse, Suzanne Grill, 

and Donna Berg 
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The 140th Anniversary of North Valley—June 9, 2019 

order to vote, you need to be an active 

member. That means you must have 

worshipped, communed, and given (on 

record…meaning if you pay by cash, 

you must note your name with it) once 

in the current year.  

To help prepare for the June 30 

meeting and congregational vote on 

July 14, we will have informational 

sessions after all the June Sunday 

worship services to answer questions 

you might have about the possible 

consolidation.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Maggie’s Musings 

North Valley is really 140 years young! 

We hope you plan to attend the 

celebration of honoring the past and 

looking to the future. As we think about 

the many changes that have taken 

place over these 140 years, let us also 

think about what is the same. Our Lord 

and Savior loved everyone then and He 

loves everyone just as much today. Let 

us give thanks for this love, 

forgiveness, and grace that is offered 

to each one of us if we but ask and 

believe. 

We hope you will be able to attend 

the worship service on Sunday, 

June 9, at 9:30am. A delicious meal 

will be served following the service 

and time for fellowship with old and 

new friends. If you are unable to be 

with us, please keep us in prayer. 

We will also have a special choir 

that day. You are welcome to come 

join us at 8:30am to practice. The 

song is “Beautiful Savior.” 

Staff & Church Council  

Pastor Maggie Isaacson 

Office Secretary Mary Pollock 

Accompanist Sue Saarem 

Parish Nurse Suzanne Grill 

Custodian Kristie Kuenkel  

  
President Don Prose 

Vice President Kristie Wagner 

Secretary Heidi Simmerman 

Treasurer Al Arndt 

Other Council 

Members 

Lois Baldwin 

Bev Hopkins 

Dane Olson 

Tom Tellijohn 

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson 

Donna Berg 

Suzanne Grill 

Jan Kruse 

Youth Rep. Hunter  Cox 

Maddie Simmerman 

  

You may notice that we 

featured a poem and work of 

art (page 8) from members 

this month. If you would like to 

share your work, please 

submit it by the 20th of the 

month.  

Next month will feature Rich 

Johnson’s carving of the cross 

in North Valley’s back yard. 

The Gift of Art 

I encourage you to have 

conversations about this with 

members. You might start a 

conversation with, “What do you 

think we should do and why?” After 

listening without interruption, then 

state your opinion. Even in the 

midst of differing opinions, we 

should still love our neighbor and 

have civil discourse. You may also 

want to consider the question, 

“What is God up to in all of this?” 

Yes, to God be the glory! 

In Christ’s love, 

Change in Church Treasurer 

 

Thank you so much to Luann Olson, 

who has been North Valley’s Treasurer 

for the last several years. She will be 

“retiring” at the end of May.  

Al Arndt will begin as Treasurer on 

June 1. If you need to contact him, his 

home number is 715-825-3755 and 

his cell number is 715-210-1355. 



From the Suzanne Grill, our Parish Nurse … 
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June is the month we focus on men. June is National 

Men’s Health month as well as celebration of 

Father’s Day. Taking care of his own health is the 

best gift a man can give his loved ones.  

*African-American men and men with a family history of prostate 

cancer may  wish to begin prostate screening at age 40, or earlier. 
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The number of heart attacks has fallen 

sharply over the past two decades, and 

older people are much more likely to 

survive them, according to an analysis 

of the health records of 4.3 million 

Medicare beneficiaries. 

The study’s authors suggest that two 

factors helped create the decline: 

increased use of treatments such as 

cholesterol-lowering medications 

(statins) and coronary angioplasty, a 

now-common procedure to open 

blocked or narrowed arteries. 

Lifestyle changes also helped, such 

as quitting smoking, eating a 

nutritious low-fat diet, reducing 

stress and engaging in moderate 

exercise. Jeffrey J. Popma, an 

interventional cardiologist at Beth 

Israel Deaconess Medical Center in 

Boston, says the drop in heart 

attack risk “is a tribute to better 

medical care for patients and the 

emphasis on prevention.” 

Source: AARP Bulletin May 2019 

Heart Attacks on the Decline—Even better news: Fewer are fatal 

Even for those who’ve been couch 

potatoes for much of their lives, getting 

into a regular exercise routine after 50 

can stave off premature death and add 

significantly to the quality of life. 

The research shows that those ages 40 

to 61 who begin exercising after years 

of physical inactivity can still extend 

their longevity. The odds of death from 

cancer and heart disease also 

New to Exercise? Benefits are big, study reveals 

decreased. “What is so terrific 

about this study is that it proves it is 

never too late — you can still reap 

the benefits of exercise,” says 

Charlotte Yeh, M.D., AARP Service 

Inc.’s chief medical officer. 

Source: AARP Bulletin May 2019 

Walking for all continues to meet every 

Wednesday and Saturday at 8:30am. 

We are meeting and walking at North 

Valley. Call Suzanne at 715-825-4100 

if you want to join the group. 

Walking for All 



Page 6 
N

o
rt

h
 V

a
ll

e
y

 M
e

s
s

a
g

e
 

CPR Taskforce Update May 19, 2019 

DREAMING UNTIL END OF JUNE 

During the Dream Team process, the Dream Teams and the CPR Taskforce are meant to be dreaming (or 

brainstorming) of what ministry could look like and what ministry is possible if the three congregations 

consolidate. This is not a time to come up with any concrete plans or worry too much about the nuts and bolts. 

Groups do not have to come up with a plan. They are to come up with many ideas of what kinds of ministry could 

happen if we did ministry together.  

The Dream Teams and CPR Teams are gathering and doing work to answer the questions: 

1. What is God calling our ministry to look like in the future? 

2. What possibilities or dreams do we have for what our shared ministry could look like? 

3. What needs are there in the community that we could respond to with shared ministry? 

4. Would our ministry be stronger together than apart? 

5. Would we recommend that the three congregations continue to make a plan to consolidate into one new 

congregation? 

REPORTING ON JUNE 30 (Joint worship at Fristad with potluck and meeting to follow) 

The Dream Teams and the CPR Taskforce each make a 3-5 minute presentation, answering the following 

questions: 

1. In the area of ministry we explored, these are some of our dreams or vision for what ministry could look like in 

the future if our three congregations consolidated into one new congregation. This should not be a plan or one 

best option, but simply brainstorming lots of different ideas and options. 

2. Based on these possibilities and dreams, do we think our ministry would be stronger together or apart? 

3. Based on these possibilities and dreams, do we recommend that the three congregations continue to explore 

consolidation? 

There will be a booklet put together for everyone to take home with the recommendations. Also, there will be 

booklets available at your congregations for those of you who may not be able to attend the June 30 worship 

service. We know it is a busy time of year, and you may not to be able to attend but want you to be involved and 

informed. Your ideas and opinions are very important, valued and appreciated as to where you see God leading us 

into the future of all of our congregations. Please talk to your fellow congregation members, members from other 

congregations, your friends and neighbors. We all want to make the best decisions for our congregation. After all, 

we are talking about God, and that is always a good thing. 

VOTE IN EARLY JULY 

After the June 30 presentation, the three congregations must within two weeks each have a separate vote to 

authorize their congregation to continue to explore consolidation. 

PLANNING FOR MINISTRY AFTER THE JULY VOTE 

Congregations that vote to continue consolidation will begin to make concrete plans for what a new congregation 

will look like. This work will be carried out and led by the CPR Taskforce with help and assistance from the 

congregational councils. The time this will take will vary based on how quickly the work is done. The tasks that 

need to be done include: 

1. Writing a constitution The Constitution covers membership, council, governance, and financial practices. 

The Synod will assist us with this. We have model constitution to use as a jumping off point and two constitutional 

experts who will assist us. We also have what we learned from writing constitutions for others systems that 

consolidated.  

(Continued on page 7) 
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2. Coming up with a name and a mission statement. A synod staff person will lead our congregations through a workshop 

during which we will come up with a name and a mission statement. Anyone who is a member of any of the congregations 

can come and help. 

3. Working to dissolve and resolve any foundations, endowments and associations that may be part of your existing 

congregations. We have a synod lawyer who will help with this process. 

4. Coming up with concrete plans around the following. We will use the dream team’s work in devising plans around the 

following. We will also have a synod staff person who can help negotiate these issues. 

 a. Staffing 

 b. Service times 

 c. Building usages 

 d. Programming for all areas of ministry. 

5. Plans for presentation and voting (The synod will help us plan and provide an election team that is not related to any of 

the churches) 

6. Plans for transition if the vote goes through 

7. Worshiping together and sharing ministry as the exploration continues. 

VOTE AND TRANSITION 

1. When the CPR Taskforce and Council are done working on the plans for a new ministry, the three church congregations 

will be presented the new ministry plan and be given two weeks to review, pray and reflect. 

2. On the same day, at the same time, three simultaneous votes will take place to form the new ministry. Election officials 

will count ballots and communicate with each other. If the vote goes through in all three places, each congregation will 

then vote to dissolve their own congregation. 

3. The transition plan will take effect after this. 

 a. May include a celebration and good bye to each individual congregation. 

 b. May include a celebration for the formation of the new congregation. 

During all of this time we should be mindful of the grief, loss and pain that this process causes. We are hopeful that if God 

is calling us into consolidation there will be great joy and great gains. But we know that in the midst of this process all 

three congregations are considering giving up things that they care about very much.  

Please be mindful of the following: 

1. We are all not in the same place dealing with the loss, grief and pain. Some of us are in the midst of dealing with these 

things and others have worked through these emotions already. Let us try not to judge each other and be empathetic and 

caring. 

2. We are ALL giving up something that matters greatly. 

3. How can you lessen another congregation’s grief? 

4. How can we strive to be flexible and adaptive and open to compromise? 

5. What is the purpose? To serve Jesus Christ is the best way going forward… this may mean we have to give something 

up for the sake of the ministry. Be realistic and honor the past, while acknowledging what we need going forward. 

This is an exciting time. Change can be hard, but also good. Please let God guide you in these conversations. 

Please contact us if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions. 

God Bless You All 

David Beaulieu CPR Taskforce Coordinator 

(Continued from page 6) 

CPR Taskforce Update May 19, 2019 
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Our Creative Members... 

A LOVE POEM 

By Annie F. 

“Can I court you today?” He asked with a grin.  

 “No,” I replied, “You can’t.” 

“Can I see you tomorrow?” the request came again. 

 “No,” I replied, “You can’t. I don’t have time for the likes of You. I don’t have time, I want someone new.” 

“Do you remember when you were born? I do. I was there, that warm summer morn. Or when you were eight 

and a half and fear gripped you in the night? I was the One to hold you tight, and see you through to the 

morning light. How about when you were 15 and you were sure you would die from your broken heart? You 

thought the world would end, but I gave you a fresh start. Remember the night you turned 23, and you had too 

much to drink? When you wrapped your car around that tree I was there to pull you back from the brink. 

I know that you will never forget that cold, dark, sad January day, when your Momma, who you loved SO MUCH, 

so quietly slipped away. It was I who was there to take her hand, and lead her way to the Promised Land.” 

So, I wonder … 

“Can I court you today?” He asked with a grin.  

 “Yes,” I replied, “You can.” 

“Can I see you tomorrow?” His request came again. 

 “Yes,” I replied. “You can. You are the Lord and Savior. You are Amazing Grace.  

 I will keep you safe within my heart until I’ve finished this race.”   —Feb 1999  

Drawing by Keigen Tober expressing his Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation). 
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We were blessed to see Emily Stelling and Peter 

Johnson at Luther Seminary's commencement at 

Central Lutheran in Mpls. Congratulations!    

On Sunday, May 5, several children 

of North Valley received Bibles.  

Bishop’s Bright Spot Ministry Awards at Synod 

Assembly. Pictured is Pastor Maggie, in the 

middle, receiving the award on behalf of North 

Valley for “Baptism on the Road” in 2018. 
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Chyleen Johnson, Bonita Leggitt, Al 

Lunde, Amelia McKinney, Maria Morales, 

Tehya Studie, Teresa Studie, Jim Dishon 

(Suzanne Grill’s son), Wayne Hansen, 

Mark Hotzler (Mary Krull’s son), Char 

Johnson, Sharon Johnson (Anita 

Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie 

Wagner’s nephew), Peggy Lawless (Dawn 

Metcalf’s friend), Joan Ouellette (Anita 

Johnson’s aunt), Charlotte Rossow (Dan 

Johnson’s partner), Michael Trumble 

(Krueger’s grandson) 

Scripture Readings for June 

June 2 Acts 16:16-34 

 Psalm 97 

 Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

 John 17:20-26 

June 9 Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9 

 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 Romans 8:14-17 or  Acts 2:1-21 

 John 14:8-17 [25-27] 

June 30 1 Kings 15-16, 19-21 

 Psalm 16 

 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

 Luke 9:51-62 

 

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps), 

Austin Ostby (Paul & Kris Brooks’s 

son-in-law), Sarah Johnson (Ryan & 

Monica Holdt’s daughter in the Navy) 

Send words of encouragement: 

Sgt. Tyler Brooks  

1846 Darby Dr E5 

Florence AL 35630 

Nursing Home/Assisted 

Living/Homebound:  

Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 

United Pioneer Home — Frank Simon 

We have been praying for …  

Delores Anderson 715-825-2350 

Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette 715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

Mary Krull 715-554-3231 

Cindy Mabry 715-825-3681 

 

If you have any prayer requests, please 

contact anyone on the list, giving them 

as little or as much information as you 

wish. All info will be treated with respect 

and kept confidential. 

June 16 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

 Psalm 8 

 Romans 5:1-5 

 John 16:12-15 

June 23 Isaiah 65:1-9 

 Psalm 22:19-28 

 Galatians 3:23-29 

 Luke 8:26-39 

Let’s Celebrate . . . 

June Kaylee Onsted 

June 5 Easton Visger 

June 8 Ed Collins 

 Kaitlyn Collins 

 Kellie Collins 

 Kourtney Collins 

June 11 Jason Lunde 

 Don Prose 

June 12 Debbie Collins 

 Renea Heller 

 De Olson 

June 14 Brent Hacker 

 Jan Kruse 

June 16 Julia Cox 

June 19 Krystal Ouellette 

June 23 Grace Odberg 

 Todd Wagner 

June 26 Ben Cox 

 Hunter Cox 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

June 1 Tatum Reh-Johnson 

June 3 Ryan Fenton 

June 5 Wyatt Kuenkel 

June 6 Dan Goulet 

June 8 Genevieve Nelson 

June 11 Annie Fletcher 

 Joey Nelson 

 Isaiah Ostlund 

June 15 Cameron Collins 

 Rich Johnson 

June 16 Belle McIntyre 

 Piper Hallgren-Draves 

June 17 Noah Cox 

 Keith Tober 

June 20 Greg Peper 

 Lori Sloper 

June 21 Madison Simmerman 

June 24 George Simonson 

June 25 Elverna Blomgren 

 Jeff Kruse 

 Dale Rue 

June 28 Ed Collins 

Birthdays 

June 3, 2006 Philip & Amy Riemenschneider 

June 9, 1969 Gene & Mary Krull 

June 14, 2003 Ed & Debbie Collins 

June 15, 1996 Adam & Julie Bever 

June 15, 2002 Keith & Jennifer Tober 

June 21, 1986 Greg & Karen Peper 

Wedding Anniversaries 



June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

8:30am 

Walking for All 

Group 

 

2 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion  

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 

AFTER WORSHIP 

4pm Pastor Maggie at 

Divine Rehab Worship in 

SCF 

3 

11:30am 

Northwoods 

Homeless 

Shelter Board 

Meeting 

4 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

 

5 

8:30am Walking 

Group 

9am Worship 

Committee 

7pm CPR 

Taskforce at 

North Valley 

6 

2pm Jail Ministry 

7 

 

8 

8:30am 

Walking Group 

 

9 140TH ANNIVERSARY 

8:30am Choir Rehearsal—all 

are welcome (singing 

Beautiful Savior) 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion followed by 

meal 

 

10 

 

11 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

7pm Council 

Meeting  

 

 

12 

8:30am Walking 

Group 

13 

9:30am 

Conference 

Pastors Meeting 

2pm Jail Ministry 

 

 

14 

 

15 

8am-noon 

Annual Bake & 

Craft Sale at 

United Pioneer 

Home 

16   Father’s Day 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion 

JULY NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

17 

 

18 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

19 

8:30am Walking 

Group 

7pm CPR 

Taskforce at 

Milltown 

 

20 

2pm Jail Ministry 

6pm Wedding 

Rehearsal 

21 

 

22 

8:30am 

Walking Group 

Sandgren-

Jaskolka 

Wedding 

(off-site) 

23 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion  

 

 

 

24 

 

25 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

26 

8:30am Walking 

Group 

 

 

 

27 

2pm Jail Ministry 

28 

 

29 

8:30am 

Walking Group 

30 

10am Joint Worship at 
Fristad followed by CPR 

Presentation and Potluck 

1 2 3 

8:30am Walking 

Group 

4 5 6 

North Valley Lutheran Church 

1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria, WI 54824 

715-825-3559 
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Worship Schedule 

9:30am Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 

 June Altar Guild: Myrna Anderson 
 

 

Staff   

Pastor Home Phone: 715-472-2838 

 Cell Phone: 715-553-1350 

 Home Email: snickerdoodle@lakeland.ws 

 Church Email: nvlch@lakeland.ws 
 

Secretary 8:30am-4:30pm Mondays 

 8:30am-11:30am Thursdays  
 

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or 

phone number. 
 

 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.  
 

 

Visit our website at www.nvlch.org 

 «AddressBlock» 

mailto:snickerdoodle@lakeland.ws
mailto:nvlch@lakeland.ws
http://nvlch.org/

