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Maggie’s Musings 

red in her hand! It is 

because of this 

tradition that Orthodox 

Christians exchange 

red eggs at Easter.  

What purposes do 

legends hold for us? A 

legend is a semi-true 

story, which has been 

passed on from 

person-to-person and 

has important meaning or symbolism for the 

culture in which it originates. A legend usually 

includes an element of truth, or is based on historic 

facts, but with 'mythical qualities'. I like this legend 

because it lifts up the importance of Mary 

Magdalene, who was one of the first witnesses to 

Jesus Christ’s resurrection. It is interesting that 

women, who were considered second class 

citizen’s in Jesus’ time, were the first to see the 

risen Christ. Also, I love it that the Orthodox 

(Eastern) tradition lifts up Mary Magdalene, as 

someone very special. She reportedly had 7 

demons inside of her, and Jesus healed her. After 

her healing, she followed Jesus and was part of his 

ministry. However, in the Roman Catholic (Western) 

tradition, Mary Magdalene was looked down upon 

because she was thought to have been a 

prostitute, the one who anointed Jesus’ feet with 

perfumed oil and then wiped them her hair. It’s a 

long story as to why the early Christian patriarchs 

of the Western church did that (Mary Magdalene 

was finally vindicated by the Roman Catholic 

Church in 1969), but the Orthodox always revered 

Mary Magdalene, and rightly so.  

May we all celebrate as Mary Magdalene did that 

first Easter and continue spreading the good news 

that “Christ is Risen. He is risen indeed! 

Blessings, 

Dear Friends, 

It’s that time of year again when we celebrate 

Easter, that uplifting time when we know that Jesus 

broke the bonds of death! Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Dying Easter eggs was one of the joys I had as a 

child growing up. It was so much fun to buy a 

package of dye with metal egg dippers, a wax 

crayon, and stickers. Oh, the smell of the hard 

boiled eggs cooking, and the vinegar used with the 

dye! It was great to experiment to see if we could do 

a multi-colored egg or how dark we could dye an 

egg. We also blew out eggs so we could hang them 

on a tree where my Mom had branches painted 

white.  

I have always known 

that eggs are an 

Easter symbol of new 

life , but I learned 

something new about 

Easter eggs in the 

April edition of 

Gather, the ELCA’s 

Women’s magazine. 

There is an old 

Orthodox tradition of dying eggs red using yellow 

onion skins. WHAT?! It’s something I have to try. It 

seems so unbelievable, just like the resurrection! 

There is a legend about the red eggs and Mary 

Magdalene. According to tradition, Mary 

Magdalene, gained an audience in Rome with the 

emperor Caesar after the Crucifixion and 

Resurrection of Christ. She denounced Pilate for his 

handling of Jesus' trial and then began to talk with 

Caesar about Jesus' resurrection. She picked up a 

hen's egg from the dinner table to illustrate her 

point about resurrection. Caesar was unmoved and 

replied that there was as much chance of a human 

being returning to life as there was for the egg to 

turn red. Immediately, the egg miraculously turned 
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Missionaries in Japan 
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The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline 

Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet in entry 

by Missions bulletin board. Please be sure to label your donation as a 

“missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you for 

your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan. 

N
o

rt
h

 V
a

ll
e

y
 M

e
s

s
a

g
e

 

Thanks for your 

generosity. 

March 

03-03 –  

03-10 – Pastor Maggie 

03-17 –  

03-24 – 

03-31 – 

April 

04-07–  

04-14 –  

04-21 –  

04-28 – 

 

Mission Opportunities 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

We are joining Lutheran World Relief’s BASKETS OF PROMISE appeal. 

The following items are needed to assemble Personal Care Kits that give people around 

the world tools to stay healthy in life’s most challenging situations.  

HERE’S OUR COLLECTIONS SCHEDULE: 

 March 10 – Bars of soap (4 to 5oz, any brand, in original wrapping) 

 March 17 – light-weight bath size towel (between 20"×40" & 52"×27"), DARK color 

recommended 

 March 24 – Toothbrushes (adult size, in original packaging) 

 March 31 – Sturdy Comb  

 April 7 – Nail clipper (metal, attached file is optional) 

 April 14 – Bars of Soap- (4 to 5oz, any brand, in original wrapping) 

Any items brought at any time are appreciated. 

We are also collecting for Baby Care Kits. As you are Spring cleaning, and the garages 

sales begin, we are reminded of our collection of items needed for Lutheran World Relief 

kits.  

BABY CARE KITS Sizes up to 24 months 

Gently used and clean items can be substituted for new ones. 

2 lightweight cotton t-shirts   

2 gowns or sleepers without feet 

2 receiving blankets up to 52” square 

4 cloth flat fold diapers 

1 jacket, sweater or infant sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap 

2 pair baby socks 

1 dark colored hand towel 

2 bath size (4-5 oz) bars gentle soap in original wrapping  

2 diaper pins 

(No washcloths)  (Onesies or footed sleepers will need to be cut off and hemmed) 
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Happy Birthday North Valley 

Luther Point Bible Camp 

brochures/registration forms 2019 are 

available or check them out online. 

Register early to get your preferred 

time frame. Your registration must be 

postmarked by May 1, 2019 to receive 

an Early Bird Discount. Single overnight 

Luther Point Bible Camp — Early Registration 

Have you circled June 9 on your 

calendars? That is the BIG day when 

we will celebrate North Valley’s 140th 

Anniversary. Everyone is important at a 

time such as this event, whether you 

have been a member for a week or all 

your life. We hope you will attend and 

participate by helping with tasks 

needed to make it a special day. We 

expect many former members and 

friends will attend and we want to 

show our North Valley hospitality at 

its best. 

Staff & Church Council  

Pastor Maggie Isaacson 

Office Secretary Mary Pollock 

Accompanist Sue Saarem 

Parish Nurse Suzanne Grill 

Custodian Kristie Kuenkel  

  
President Don Prose 

Vice President Kristie Wagner 

Secretary Heidi Simmerman 

Treasurer Luann Olson 

Other Council 

Members 

Lois Baldwin 

Bev Hopkins 

Dane Olson 

Tom Tellijohn 

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson 

Donna Berg 

Suzanne Grill 

Jan Kruse 

Youth Rep. Hunter  Cox 

Maddie Simmerman 

  

All women are invited to the 

Spring Day of Renewal for the 

Apple River Conference on 

Saturday, April 6, 2019, 

8:30am through lunch. Please 

register on poster, cost is $15. 

This event is at Bone Lake 

Lutheran, 1101 255th Ave 

Luck. Keynote speaker is 

Pastor Margaret Grant, guest 

speaker is Heidi Simmerman. 

WELCA Event 

and day at camp receive no 

discounts. North Valley WELCA will 

pay ½ of camp fee up to a 

maximum of $200 per person. Any 

questions, please contact Myrna 

Anderson 825-2585. 

Luther Point Gardens 

Luther Point is ready to take the next 

step from experiencing God’s creation to 

teaching others how to be good stewards 

of this creation. One way they can 

accomplish that is to install Luther Point 

Gardens for the summer of 2019. 

Project Goal – to provide an experiential, hands-on experience for all campers to 

plant, tend, and harvest.  

Each camper will come away with a deeper knowledge of how food is grown 

and how we can care for the earth. 

Each camper will be taught skills and given tools to use at home. Each 

camper will have a change to “taste and see God is good!” 

Project Needs:  

$2,500 for 10 raised garden beds, soil, and seeds  

$3,500 for take-home educational tools (seeds to plant at home, custom 

instructional booklet) 

$5,000 for additional raised beds and resources for a successful garden. 

HOW TO DONATE (please indicate “garden” in memo line of checks): 

On-line: www.Lutherpoint.org  

Mail: 11525 Luther Point Road Grantsburg, WI 54840 

A form and mailing envelope is available from your congregation. 

GARDEN INSTALL PARTY on May 11 starting at 9 am to prepare raised beds and 

getting everything in place for summer campers. 



From the Suzanne Grill, our Parish Nurse … 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
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 4.1 million child maltreatment 

referral reports received.1 

 Child abuse reports involved 7.5 

million children.1 

 3.2 million children received 

prevention & post-response 

services.1 

 142,301 children received 

foster care services.1 

 74.9% of victims are 

neglected.1 

 18.3% of victims are physically 

abused.1 

 8.6% of victims are sexually 

abused.1 

 7.1% of victims are 

psychologically maltreated.1 

 Highest rate of child abuse in 

children under age one (25.3% 

per 1,000).1 

 Annual estimate: 1,720 children 

died from abuse and neglect in 

2017.1, 

 Almost five children die every 

day from child abuse.1,2 

 Seventy-two (71.8%) percent of 

all child fatalities were younger 

than 3 years old.1 

 80.1% of child fatalities involve 

at least one parent.1 

 75.4% of the child abuse victims 

die from neglect.1 

 41.6% of the child abuse victims 

die from physical abuse.1 

 49.6% of children who die from 

child abuse are under one year.1 

 Boys had a higher child fatality rate 

than girls (2.68 boys & 2.02 girls 

per 100,000)1 

 Almost 65,000 children are 

sexually abused.1 

 More than 90% of juvenile sexual 

abuse victims know their 

perpetrator.6 

 Estimated that between 50-60% of 

maltreatment fatalities are not 

recorded on death certificates.5 

 Child abuse crosses all 

socioeconomic and educational 

levels, religions, ethnic and cultural 

groups.1 

 

Who abused and neglected 

children?  

 83.4% (More than four-fifths) of 

perpetrators were between the 

ages of 18 and 44 years.1 

 54.1% (More than one-half) of 

perpetrators were women, 45.0 % 

of perpetrators were men, and .09 

% were of unknown sex.1 

Consequences & Risk Factors 

 
 Abused children are 25% more 

likely to experience teen 

pregnancy.6 

 Abused teens are more likely to 

engage in sexual risk taking 

behaviors, putting them at 

greater risk for STDs.6 

 About 30% of abused and 

neglected children will later 

abuse their own children, 

continuing the horrible cycle of 

abuse.7 

 In at least one study, about 80% 

of 21 year olds that were 

abused as children met criteria 

for at least one psychological 

disorder.13 

 The financial cost of child abuse 

and neglect in the United States 

is estimated at $585 billion.8 

https://americanspcc.org/child-

abuse-statistics/ 

National Child Abuse Statistics 
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2019 Easter Message 
May I have your attention please!  

MAY I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION for an important announcement! 

MAY I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION FOR AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT, NOW, PLEASE!!!!! 

What do we have to do to get the 

world’s attention? We’ve got good 

news, great news, the best news, but 

we can’t seem to get the attention of 

those who need to hear it the most. 

For a few years in my former parish I 

sent out postcards and Facebook posts 

hoping to catch the attention of those 

who weren’t members of my church 

and invite them to EASTER WORSHIP. 

I used cute designs from OUT-

REACH.COM. My favorite was a photo 

of a fuzzy blue stuffed toy bunny with 

the caption: Is the true meaning of 

Easter a little fuzzy? On the other side 

of the card was an invitation to worship 

at Trinity, the church I served. This year 

they have a photo of an adorable baby 

wearing floppy fuzzy bunny ears and 

the caption reads: Have you heard the 

real story of Easter?  They also have a 

post card with the photo of a green 

field filled with colorful Easter eggs 

ready for the Easter Egg hunt. The cap-

tion reads: Hunting for more this EAST-

ER? These clever cutesy cards are de-

signed to get the attention of the world 

and invite non-members to come to 

their worship services. It is not a terri-

ble idea to send a postcard in the mail 

or post on social media inviting people 

to visit your church, but it is it working? 

Does sending a card capture the 

world’s attention? 

What does it take to get the attention 

of the world? What does it take to get 

the attention of the family that lives 

in the yellow house across the 

street from your church building?  

Some seems to be so distracted, 

busy, engaged in daily living, or just 

getting by. Others seem anesthe-

tized by mind numbing virtual reality 

activities on their computer, phone 

or TV screens.  A few find time to 

worship at the gym, yoga class, run-

ning, or biking. Sometimes I just 

want to yell, HEY! LISTEN UP, I’ve 

got good news. But I know they 

won’t be able to hear me over the 

din of daily life. 

So what do we do? We know that 

guilting, shaming, and judging 

doesn’t work. Should we just…Give 

up. Shut up. Close up? Nope. I’m 

too much of an optimist for that. I 

think there is one thing we as a 

church can do that might get the 

world’s attention. We can sneak up 

and love them up. 

I don’t mean sneak up like stalking, 

that’s illegal. What I mean is act like 

you love your neighbor in little ways 

so that eventually without you really 

knowing it, you DO love your neigh-

bor and you can be in a relationship 

in such a way that you can invite 

them to know and love Jesus, the 

real Jesus, the Jesus of Easter.  

Maybe the first step is caring 

enough about the folks that don’t 

know the story about Jesus life 

death and resurrection to send them a 

silly post card. Maybe a baby step is 

caring enough about the children who 

won’t hear the Easter story in Sunday 

school and inviting them to come to 

your church for an Easter egg hunt and 

before it begins tell them about Jesus 

in some simple way. Maybe you could 

care enough to get to know the name 

of the church neighbor in the yellow 

house and who knows where it will go 

from there. Care enough to get to know 

your neighbor, the Muslim family from 

Somalia that lives next to the grocery 

store. Care enough to get to know your 

immigrant neighbor, the Latino family 

that lives across the street from the 

school.  

Maybe the only way to get someone’s 

attention is to love them. That’s how 

God got my attention.  

God sneaks up on us, loves uncondi-

tionally, loves the world so much that 

he gave his only Son, and on the third 

day he rose from the dead, so that we 

might have life. That’s the real meaning 

of Easter. That’s the good news the 

world is dying to hear. They just don’t 

know it yet. Maybe YOU can love some-

one enough to tell them about it. 

It’s Easter.  

Let’s go love-in Jesus’ name, 

Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 
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Chyleen Johnson, Al Lunde, Amelia 

McKinney, Maria Morales, Rick 

Pederson, Sue Saarem, Tehya Studie, 

Teresa Studie, Jim Dishon (Suzanne 

Grill’s son), Wayne Hansen, Mark 

Hotzler (Mary Krull’s son), Char 

Johnson, Sharon Johnson (Anita 

Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie 

Wagner’s nephew), Peggy Lawless 

(Dawn Metcalf’s friend), Joan Ouellette 

(Anita Johnson’s aunt), Charlotte 

Rossow (Dan Johnson’s partner), 

Michael Trumble (Krueger’s grandson), 

Pastor Rex Brandt 

Scripture Readings for April  

Apr 7 Isaiah 43:16-21 

 Psalm 126 

 Philippians 3:4b-14 

 John 12:1-8 

Apr 14 Passion/Palm Sunday 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 Psalm 31:9-16 

 Philippians 2:5-11 

 Luke 22:14—23:56 

 or Luke 23:1-49 

Apr 21 Easter Day 

 Acts 10:34-43 

 or Isaiah 65;17-25 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

 Luke 24:1-12 or John 20:1-18 

Apr 28 Acts 5:27-32 

 Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150 

 Revelation1:4-8 

 John 20:19-31 

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps), 

Austin Ostby (Paul & Kris Brooks’s 

son-in-law), Sarah Johnson (Ryan & 

Monica Holdt’s daughter in the Navy) 

Send words of encouragement: 

Sgt. Tyler Brooks  

1846 Darby Dr E5 

Florence AL 35630 

Nursing Home/Assisted 

Living/Homebound:  

Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 

United Pioneer Home — Frank Simon 

We have been praying for …  

Delores Anderson 715-825-2350 

Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette 715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

Mary Krull 715-483-9488 

Cindy Mabry 715-825-3681 

 

If you have any prayer requests, please 

contact anyone on the list, giving them 

as little or as much information as you 

wish. All info will be treated with respect 

and kept confidential. 

Apr 18 Maundy Thursday 

 Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 

 Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Apr 19 Good Friday 

 Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

 Psalm 22 

 Hebrews 10:16-25 

 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

 John 18:1—19:42 

Let’s Celebrate . . . 

Apr 1 Bryce Hacker 

 Tehya Studie 

Apr 3 Glenda Krueger 

 Payton Wagner 

Apr 5 Ashleigh Simmerman 

 Madison Simmerman 

Apr 7 Andy Kruse 

 Paige Miller 

Apr 9 Curtiss Lunde 

 Tyler White 

Apr 11 Lily Hacker 

 Mark Nelson 

Apr 13 Mercedes Thoen 

Apr 16 Mark Palmquist 

Apr 17 Sianah Morales 

Apr 18 Eli Baerg 

 Taylor Erickson 

Apr 18 Duaine Olson 

 Jenny Olson 

 Jordan Olson 

 Luann Olson 

Apr 19 Nadia Cox 

 Jennifer Meagher 

Apr 21 Julie Dunn 

 Lindsay Mabry 

Apr 23 Vivian Stoller 

Apr 24 Kenny Hansen 

Apr 27 Kiera Bever 

 Laif Bever 

 Scott Bever 

Apr 30 Abigail Palmquist 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

Apr 1 Sarah Hill 

Apr 2 Julie Dunn 

Apr 7 Scott Bever 

Apr 9 Nate Fisk 

 Lily Hacker 

Apr 10 Teri Hanson 

Apr 11 Trinity Reh-Johnson 

Apr 12 Tyler White 

Apr 13 Tricia Olson 

Apr 14 Bob Blomgren 

Apr 19 Ben Cox 

 Zack Wagner 

Apr 20 Sean McIntyre 

Apr 22 Dawn Metcalf 

 Alieda Lopez 

Apr 23 JayDee Dishon  

Apr 24 Todd Wagner 

Apr 25 Cortney McKinney 

Apr 26 Tom Tellijohn 

Apr 27 Teilla Sandgren 

Apr 28 Bear DeNucci 

 Tracy Tunheim 

 

Birthdays 

Wedding Anniversaries 

April 4, 1970 Tom & Dana Tellijohn 

April 14, 1951 Bob & Elverna 

Blomgren 

April 16, 2005 Lee & Maggie 

Isaacson 

April 23, 1971 Dan & Linda Goulet 

April 25, 1992 Kelly & Robin Stage 

April 27, 1996 Matt & Sue Saarem 

April 27, 2002 Eric & Kristi Visger 



April 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 

11:30am 

Northwoods 

Homeless 

Shelter Board 

Meeting 

 

7pm WELCA 

Meeting 

2 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

3 

9am Worship 

Committee 

6pm Supper 

7pm Worship at 

Fristad 

 

 

 

4 

2pm Jail Ministry 

5 

 

6 

8:30am 

Women’s 

Spring Day of 

Renewal at 

Bone Lake 

Lutheran 

7    

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion  

11am First Communion 

Instruction  

4pm Divine Rehab (Good 

Samaritan) Worship 

 

8 

 

9 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

 

10    

6pm Supper 

7pm Worship at 

Fristad 

11 

9:30am 

Conference 

Pastors Meeting 

2pm Jail Ministry 

12 

 

13 

 

14 Palm/Passion Sunday 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion  

11am First Communion 

Instruction  

 

 

15 

 

16 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

7pm Council 

Meeting  

 

 

17 

 

18 

Maundy Thursday 

2pm Jail Ministry 

 

7pm Worship at 

North Valley 

 

 

19 

Good Friday 

 

Noon 

Worship at 

Milltown 

Lutheran 

6:30pm 

Service at 

Luck Luth. 

20 

 

21 Easter Sunday 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion 

MAY 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

4pm United Pioneer Home 

Worship 

22 

 

23 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

25 

2pm Jail Ministry 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion  

 

 

 

29 

 

30 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

May 1 

 

 

 

 

2 

2pm Jail Ministry 

3 

 

4 
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Worship Schedule 

9:30am Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 
 

 

Staff   

Pastor Home Phone: 715-472-2838 

 Cell Phone: 715-553-1350 

 Home Email: snickerdoodle@lakeland.ws 

 Church Email: nvlch@lakeland.ws 
 

Secretary 8:30am-4:30pm Mondays 

 8:30am-11:30am Thursdays  
 

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or 

phone number. 
 

 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.  
 

 

Visit our website at www.nvlch.org 

 «AddressBlock» 

SCHEDULE AND TOPICS 
 
6PM SOUP - 7PM WORSHIP 
 

Wednesday, April 3 – Psalm 27:1-14 
 at Fristad with Pastor Lori Peper 
 from Neighbors United in Christ 
 Parish-NUIC (Amery area) 

    
Wednesday, April 10 – Psalm 63:1-8 
 at Fristad with Pastor Angie Kutney from Milltown 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 18 – Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Psalm 22 
 at North Valley with Pastor Maggie – NO SOUP 
 

Good Friday, April 19 – Psalm 22 
 At Milltown, joint service - Noon 

Ministry Assistants 
If you are not able to usher, please contact  
Head Usher, Bob Ditsch at 715-825-3729 

 

Altar Guild ............................... Myrna Anderson 
 

Newsletter Sponsor ($20) 
Donna Berg 

in honor of Julie and Greg’s Birthdays 

mailto:snickerdoodle@lakeland.ws
mailto:nvlch@lakeland.ws
http://nvlch.org/

