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Maggie’s Musings 

the newly formed congregation. After the vote, 

those who voted yes would work towards the final 

consolidation. 

The results of the congregational voting were as 

follows: Fristad - 39 yes and 0 no; Milltown - 52 yes 

and 6 no ; North Valley - 50 no and 8 yes. 

I sent an email to the CPR Taskforce and Dream 

Team members on July 15 stating, “we at North 

Valley wish the best for Fristad and Milltown 

congregations in your joint venture towards 

consolidation. Our prayers will be with you. We 

hope to be able to work cooperatively with you as 

much is possible in the future. You put in many 

hours with the dream teams and CPR Taskforce 

these past 5 months. Please know that your work 

was very much appreciated.” 

The Taskforce and Dream Teams also received 

emails from Pastor Angie of Milltown Lutheran on 

July 17 and Pastor Valerie Peterson on July 19, 

who is the interim at Fristad Lutheran in Centuria. 

You can find these after my article. 

So what is in store for North Valley? Time will tell, 

but this congregation must have a vision for the 

future. North Valley does a lot of mission, both 

locally and globally, but it takes committed people 

to make this happen. We need to beef up our 

education, and that also takes commitment.  

Pastor Erin Nelson, the ELCA Director of 

Evangelical Mission (DEM) for our synod, has 

offered to assist us as we venture into the future, 

knowing that there is a clergy shortage, especially 

for smaller congregations worshiping less than 100 

people with budgets less than $200,000. That 

perhaps means that we will partner with other 

churches in our areas to be a 2 or 3 point parish. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

July 14 was the day where we concluded a chapter 

in the history of our church. Since January 2019 we 

were in conversation with Fristad Lutheran in 

Centuria and Milltown Lutheran to see how our 

churches might work together as one congregation. 

The conversations were driven by Milltown’s need to 

leave their building as it not cost effective to repair 

it and Fristad being without a pastor since last 

summer. We have worked cooperatively with these 

two congregations in the past 5 years so we were 

included in the conversation. 

The process included forming a Common Purpose 

Relationship (CPR) Taskforce with 4 representatives 

from each church. This taskforce was broken down 

into dream teams for Vision for Ministry, 

Governance and Structure, Finance, and Facilities. 

Also, members from all churches were invited to be 

on Dream Teams for Sunday School and Children, 

Youth and Family; Confirmation, Middle and High 

School; Adult Education, W/ELCA, Men’s Groups, 

and Bible Studies; Social Events, Community 

Outreach and Global Outreach; and Worship. These 

teams put in many hours of work, Bible study, 

analyzing, and dreaming. 

On June 30, after a joint worship service at Fristad 

with all 3 churches, a written report from the CPR 

Taskforce and Dream Teams were handed out, as 

well as leaders and liaisons from all the teams 

spoke. The next step was for all congregations to 

take a vote on July 14 to continue the work of 

consolidation of Fristad, Milltown, and North Valley. 

Consolidation is defined as having one 

congregation with a new name, complete with a 

new constitution. It was understood that Sunday 

worship would be at the Fristad location with Pastor 

Angie Kutney of Milltown Lutheran as the pastor of 

mailto:nvlch@lakeland.ws


Missionaries in Japan 
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The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline 

Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet in entry 

by Missions bulletin board. Please be sure to label your donation as a 

“missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you for 

your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan. 
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Thanks for your 

generosity. 

JULY 

07-07 – Gene & Mary Krull 

07-14 – Gene & Mary Krull 

07-21 – Don & Myrna Anderson 

07-28 – Mark & Joey Nelson 

AUGUST 

08-04 –  

08-11 – Don Prose 

08-18 –  

08-25 – Pastor Maggie Isaacson 

Mission Opportunities 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

Back to school sales are beginning as our summer slips away. Please consider purchasing 

items for Lutheran World Relief -  School kits, Personal Care Kits, Baby Care Kits, and 

Fabric Kits as you are shopping. If you are in need of a list of the items needed for the 

kits, you may check previous newsletters, or a complete listing is printed and available at 

the church, along with a sample of the kits. Please drop off items in containers in church 

entry. Any items brought at any time are appreciated. 

NORTHWOODS HOMELESS SHELTERS has been providing emergency shelter and 

services to homeless families in Polk County since 1988. Their program also has a 

transitional housing unit that has housed families since May of 2010. North Valley is 

requested to provide laundry soap for Northwoods. 

LOCAL FOOD SHELVES:  Any food items are always appreciated. 

LOCAL FAMILY NEEDS SCHOOL SUPPLIES: We once again will sponsor a family. Please 

sign up at church if you would like to supply items or sponsor with money.   

Jail Update by Pastor Maggie 

In July we had 2 women join us for worship at North 

Valley who were recently in the Polk County jail. Many 

people who have addiction issues and/or have been in 

jail or prison often feel that they are not welcome in 

church, so thank you for welcoming them! Just so you 

know, I always check with the women before introducing 

them if they are OK mentioning why I know them.  

I am still doing women’s jail ministry by myself on 

Thursday afternoons, visiting both the minimum and 

maximum areas. If any of you are interested in joining 

me in doing Bible study at the jail, you must fill out a Polk 

County Jail volunteer application and go through jail 

orientation once you are approved.  

We are currently doing a 21 week video series 

entitled “Knowledge to Power – Understanding and 

Overcoming Addiction” by Kal Rissman, who has 

worked with addictions his entire career as addiction 

counselor, hospital chaplain, and parish pastor. I will 

be offering this course in the fall in a condensed form 

it to use within our congregation as well as inviting 

other congregations.  
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Thank you all so much for 

coming to my graduation and 

supporting me throughout 

seminary. It has been a long 4 

years but I believe God has 

equipped me to lead in God’s 

holy church. It would not have 

been possible without you. 

North Valley was listed in the 

program as being my “home” 

church, along with Milltown 

Lutheran. Right now I am 

waiting to hear about first-call 

positions. You will be among the 

first to know!   —Emily Stelling 

Thank You 

 

Maggie’s Musings 

 We are also exploring the possibility 

of being an internship site for Luther 

Seminary. Dana Paulsen indicated 

that she is interested in changing 

careers from a music teacher to 

pastor. She is looking into the MDivX 

(accelerated Master’s of Divinity) 

program at Luther Seminary, in which 

a person is in seminary for 2 years, 

working as an intern plus studying to 

earn a Master’s of Divinity degree at 

the same time. Dana has indicated 

that North Valley would be a 

wonderful site for her. It is expected 

that an intern would work 15-20 

hours per week. Luther received a 

wonderful grant that covers tuition 

and many additional costs of 

internship, so the host church has 

minimal costs. This program would 

not begin until June 2020, and we 

wouldn’t know if Dana gets approved 

for the program until February 2020, 

plus we also have to apply and be 

approved as an internship site. We 

have to let the Holy Spirit direct our 

path! 

Someone asked at the congregational 

meeting on July 14 if I would consider 

staying longer if North Valley voted no. 

I said I would consider it. I will be in 

conversation with the Council 

regarding my retirement date. 

However, please be advised that I will 

NOT be the pastor here forever!  

In the care of the Holy Spirit, 

(Continued from page 1) Emails from neighboring pastors…  

Good afternoon siblings in Christ. 

I am still in awe of the meeting, 

praying, and dreaming we did 

together over the last several 

months. I am grateful to each of you 

for the time and energy you put into 

helping all of us get to where we are 

today.  

Remember that awesome Dwelling 

in the Word text [Acts 16:6-15] we 

used to begin each meeting? Well, 

my prayer remains focused on that 

text and is; that we will continue to 

be open to the working of the Holy 

Spirit, that we would have the faith 

of Paul, the courage of the apostles, 

and the heart of Lydia.  

In thanks, Pastor Angie  

********** 

Greetings, everyone!  

I join Pastor Maggie in thanking you 

all for the work and conversations 

you have engaged in over the last 

few months. It has been a blessing, 

as it’s good to stop from time to 

time and take an assessment of 

things in our churches. And it’s 

good to think and pray and dream 

about what God could do through 

us. I am sure that our time spent 

together will not be wasted, but that 

God will use it to call us to 

cooperation in the work of the 

kingdom in our corner of this big 

world, in one way or another in the 

future. 

 

I trust that Holy Spirit has been 

leading our hearts and minds, and 

moving each congregation 

according God’s will. I am glad that 

each congregation had a decisive 

vote. We look forward to working 

with Milltown brothers and sisters to 

become one congregation, and we 

look forward to keeping good and 

cooperative relations with North 

Valley friends, as well. May the Lord 

lead us on in the work of the 

kingdom! 

 

As for me, my work will be coming to 

an end sometime in the near future, 

as we get things in order for that 

“new thing” we’ve been looking 

towards. I give thanks to God for the 

chance I’ve had to work with and 

get to know some of you during this 

year that I’ve had at Fristad. Thank 

you all, and God bless you! 

 

Pastor Valerie Peterson 



From the Suzanne Grill, our Parish Nurse …  
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We still have lots of summer and fall to increase our physical activity.  

Get some form of physical activity each day, even if it’s only for 10 or 15 minutes.  

Aim for 150 minutes of moderate physical activity a week. If you need to, break it into 10-minute chunks. 

32 fun ways to burn calories 

Exercise doesn’t have to feel like a chore — there are a variety of fun things to do that are also calorie scorchers. 

This chart offers a range of activity ideas, including the estimated number of calories burned while doing them for 

one hour. Specific calorie expenditures vary depending on the exercise, intensity level and individual. If you weigh 

less than 160 pounds, your calories burned would be somewhat less than shown, and if you weigh more than 240 

pounds, calories burned would be somewhat more. Use these stats to motivate you to get moving!  



Keith Simmerman is now administering the 

Good Samaritan Fund since the end of June. 

If you have any needs or know of someone 

who could use assistance with utilities, rent, 

etc., please give him a call at 612-770-4479. 

Good Samaritan Update 
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Adapted from: Ainsworth BE, et al. 2011 compendium of physical activities: A second update of 

codes and MET values. Medicine & Science in Sports & Exercise. 2011;43:1575.  

http://diet.mayoclinic.org/diet/move/fun-ways-to-burn-calories 

May – Deposits: $40  Distributions: $382.40 (2 people) 

June – Deposits: $450  Distributions: $851.12  (5 people) 

July – Deposits: $150  Distributions: $586.00 (4 people) 

Current Balance as of 7/22: $1,396.42 

Thank you to all of you who give to this ministry! Not only do we 

provide local assistance out of this fund, but we also purchase Life 

Recovery Bibles and Life Recovery Workbooks for women in Polk 

County Jail. 

Staff & Church Council  

Pastor Maggie Isaacson 

Office Secretary Mary Pollock 

Accompanist Sue Saarem 

Parish Nurse Suzanne Grill 

Custodian Kristie Kuenkel  

  
President Don Prose 

Vice President Kristie Wagner 

Secretary Heidi Simmerman 

Treasurer Al Arndt 

Other Council 

Members 

Lois Baldwin 

Bev Hopkins 

Dane Olson 

Tom Tellijohn 

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson 

Donna Berg 

Suzanne Grill 

Jan Kruse 

Youth Rep. Hunter  Cox 

Maddie Simmerman 
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Cameran Collins, Al Lunde, Amelia 

McKinney, Maria Morales, Tehya Studie, 

Teresa Studie, Debbie White, Jim Dishon 

(Suzanne Grill’s son), Duffy Fletcher, 

Wayne Hansen, Mark Hotzler (Mary 

Krull’s son), Char Johnson, Sharon 

Johnson (Anita Johnson’s mother), Matt 

Kludt (Kristie Wagner’s nephew), Peggy 

Lawless (Dawn Metcalf’s friend), Joan 

Ouellette (Anita Johnson’s aunt), 

Charlotte Rossow (Dan Johnson’s 

partner), Michael Trumble (Krueger’s 

grandson) 

Congratulations to Jessica (Sandgren) 

and Derek Jaskolka who were united in 

marriage on June 22. 

Scripture Readings for August 

Aug 4 Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

 Psalm 49:1-12 

 Colossians 3:1-11 

 Luke 12:13-21 

Aug 11 Genesis 15:1-6 

 Psalm 33:12-22 

 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

 Luke 12:32-40 

 

Sympathies to the families of Danny 

Peterson (uncle of Joni Stage) and 

Mel Elliott (father of Kendra Hansen). 

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps), 

Austin Ostby (Paul & Kris Brooks’s 

son-in-law) 

Send words of encouragement: 

Sgt. Tyler Brooks  

1846 Darby Dr E5 

Florence AL 35630 

Nursing Home/Assisted 

Living/Homebound:  

Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 

United Pioneer Home — Frank Simon 

We have been praying for …  

Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette 715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

Mary Krull 715-554-3231 

Cindy Mabry 715-825-3681 

 

If you have any prayer requests, please 

contact anyone on the list, giving them 

as little or as much information as you 

wish. All info will be treated with respect 

and kept confidential. 

Aug 18 Jeremiah 23:23-29 

 Psalm 82 

 Hebrews 11:29—-12:2 

 Luke 12:49-56 

Aug 25 Isaiah 58:9b-14 

 Psalm 103:1-8 

 Hebrews 12:18-29 

 Luke 13:10-17 

Let’s Celebrate . . . 

Aug 6 Daimyan Smith 

Aug 8 Carly Eibs 

Aug 10 Noah Cox 

Aug 12 Myron Olson 

Aug 14 Lori Sloper 

Aug 16 Joe Mabry 

Aug 18 Sean McIntyre 

Aug 19 Axyl Fisk 

Aug 24 Julia Miller 

Aug 27 Kim Tunheim 

Aug 31 Brett Kuenkel 

  

Baptismal Anniversaries 

Aug 2 Brynna Cox 

 Lynn Hallgren 

Aug 8 Colton Buss 

Aug 11 Maria Morales 

Aug 12 Marisa Gehl 

Aug 13 Marvin Sloper 

Aug 14 Jenny Olson 

Aug 15 Karyn Kruse 

Aug 17 Noah Christner 

 Elaine Cox 

Aug 18 Debbie Collins 

Aug 19 Mercedes Thoen 

Aug 20 Marilynn Nehring 

 Jessica Jaskolka 

 Kelly Stage 

Aug 21 Jennifer Tober 

Aug 24 Maggie Isaacson 

Aug 25 Dorie Pederson 

Aug 27 Jason Lunde 

 

Birthdays 

Aug 10, 2013 Nate & Kelsey Melin 

Aug 13, 1988 Jeff & Joni Stage 

Aug 20, 1994 Aaron & Kristie Kuenkel 

Aug 22, 1964 Craig & Elaine Cox 

Aug 25, 2012 Bear & Cola DeNucci 

Aug 29, 1981 Dan & Jackie Morales 

Wedding Anniversaries 



August 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

 

4 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion at Donna 

Berg’s Farm (1824 220th 

Ave, Milltown—1st farm off 

Hwy 35 on Cty Rd G by 

North Valley) Drive your 

tractor or alternate vehicle 

to church!  

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 

AFTER WORSHIP 

2-4pm Pie & Ice Cream 

Social at United Pioneer 

Home 

5 

11:30am 

Northwoods 

Homeless 

Shelter Board 

Meeting 

 

 

6 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

 

7 

9am Worship 

Committee 

8 

2pm Jail Ministry 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion—Camp and 

VBS Sunday— Maddie 

Simmerman leading 

worship 

11am Luther Point Bible 

Camp Summer Celebration 

and Auction at the camp 

 

12 

 

13 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

7pm Council 

Meeting  

 

 

 

14 

 

15 

2pm Jail Ministry 

 

 

 

16 

 

17 

W/ELCA Apple 

River 

Conference Fall 

Gathering at 

North Valley 

 

4pm Peter 

Johnson’s 

Ordination at 

St. Andrew 

Lutheran, East 

Bethel MN  

18 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion 

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

19 

 

20 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 

2pm Jail Ministry 

6:30pm Chronic 

Illness & Support 

Group at North 

Valley 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

9:30am Worship with Holy 

Communion  

 

 

26 

 

27 

Pastor Maggie’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

29 

2pm Jail Ministry 

30 

 

31 

 

North Valley Lutheran Church 

1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria, WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

www.nvlch.org 

nvlch@lakeland.ws 

5:00-7:30pm Vacation Bible School at North Valley with Staff from Luther Point 



Ministry Assistants 
If you are not able to usher, please contact  
Head Usher, Bob Ditsch at 715-825-3729 

 

Altar Guild .............................. Myrna Anderson 
 

 

Bulletin Sponsors ($10) 
Aug 18 .......................... Aaron & Kristie Kuenkel 
 In honor of their 25th Anniversary 
 

Newsletter Sponsor ($20) 
Donna Berg 

In memory of her Anniversary 

1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

nvlch@lakeland.ws 

www.nvlch.org 

North Valley Lutheran Church 
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Worship Schedule 

9:30am Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 
 

 

Staff   

Pastor Home Phone: 715-472-2838 

 Cell Phone: 715-553-1350 

 Home Email: snickerdoodle@lakeland.ws 

 Church Email: nvlch@lakeland.ws 
 

Secretary 8:30am-4:30pm Mondays 

 8:30am-11:30am Thursdays  
 

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or 

phone number. 
 

 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.  
 

 

Visit our website at www.nvlch.org 

 «AddressBlock» 
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