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From Pastor D. 

HOPE…IS THE THEME OF ADVENT! 

This year has been a struggle for all of us and we 

need Hope in this time of chaos.  

Romans 5 says: 

Therefore, since we have been justified through 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained 

access by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand. And let us boast in the hope of the glory of 

God.  

What does that mean…Our slates/baggage/sins 

have been made clean through what God has done 

in Christ life/death and resurrection. When we have 

faith, we are given ‘grace’, freedom from burdens in 

our life. And this is a gift that we can boast 

about…Hope to sit in this peace and grace all 

because of God’s presence in our life. 

This can seem complicated but the bottom line is 

God’s love has been so great for you, that God gives 

you the gift of peace and hope everyday…we just 

have to be open to have faith, believe. 

In this time of year, the word ‘believe’ is often used. 

Mostly the word is used to believe in the mystery 

and generosity of all that is taking place around us. 

Where are you believing in the mystery of God? Do 

you sense God’s presence, wonder if there is God, 

or want to have the peace and hope that seems to 

come to those who ‘believe’ in God?  

It would seem simple to have God’s peace and hope 

but it takes a great deal of letting go of all you think 

you are controlling…cause you are not in charge! Let 

go of the stuff you think you need to fix, control, 

dominate, manage, regulate and give it all to God. 

Just do one thing and see what happens! This 

peace, joy and hope can fill your heart! 

 

Yes, this year has been a struggle but this  

Romans 5 text addresses that also: 

3 Not only that but let us also glory in our 

sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; 

and character, hope. 5 and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 

given to us. 

Who would guess that suffering makes us, gives us 

character and hope? The Prophet Paul, says 

suffering is a cause for boasting and even links it to 

a virtue or benefit. The early community of believers 

in Jesus believed that his death made possible a 

“new creation” in which that human beings are 

restored to the image of God and God’s gift of the 

new creation making the people of God ready for 

the new age. We are ready for a new age, refreshed 

in faith, filled with HOPE. Let this suffering be the 

beginning of receiving this gift from God, the gift of 

peace, joy and HOPE. Let the Holy Spirit shine on 

you and give you HOPE.  

Blessed Peace and Hope in this season of Advent 

and Christmas.  

—Pastor D. 



Missionaries in Japan 
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The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline 

Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please 

be sure to label your donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in 

the offering plate. Thank you for your consideration of sponsoring our 

missionary in Japan.  

SPONSORS ARE NEEDED FOR OUR MISSIONARIES. 
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Local Food Shelves: Any food items donated are always appreciated.  

DON’T THROW IT AWAY. Items for mission projects – AT ANY TIME. 

 Used eye glasses & cases, and hearing aids – Donated to area Lion Clubs 

 All Used Postage Stamps (tear off corner of envelope leaving 1/4” around stamp) – donated to Stamps for a 

Living to support people who have disabilities  

 Any greeting cards (the whole card) EXCEPT Christmas– donated to St. Croix Falls Good Samaritan Auxiliary for 

making new cards. 

 Give your old holiday greeting cards a future life by donating them to St. Jude’s Ranch for Children, an 

organization for abused, abandoned, and neglected children. The children earn money by making new cards. 

Card fronts (5X7 or smaller preferred) from all types of greeting cards including Christmas are used all year 

long. The backside of card front to be clear of any writing. They cannot accept any Hallmark, Disney or 

American Greeting cards. Check out their website at: stjudesranch.org. Cards may be donated by sending them 

to: St. Jude’s Ranch for Children, Recycled Card Program, 100 St. Jude’s Street, Boulder City, NV 89005. 

 Pop can, pet food, and/or soup can or any aluminum tabs for Ronald McDonald House. Containers of tabs can 

be dropped off at McDonalds at St. Croix Falls. 

 Laundry soap for Northwoods Homeless Shelter – Luck and Amery 

 Used computer ink cartridges – We are no longer taking them as area schools are not accepting them. Please 

check other sources.  

These items may be left in containers in church entry.  

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY. 

Monday Updates 

Have you been getting the Scripture and prayers for the coming Sunday worship? Have you been updated on what 

is happening at the church. Each Monday we send out this information to an email that we have listed for 

members. Do we have your email? Are you getting left out of what is happening, unprepared for Sundays service? 

Give us a call or email the office at office@nvlch.org with your email address and keep informed on events and 

happenings at North Valley.  

If you are without a computer, let us know if you would like us to mail to you. Stay informed! 
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Sunday Services 

We had great hopes of re-entering the church for Advent but with the increased cases of COVID pandemic this is just 

not practical. So we canceled the training for ushers until it is closer to the time of re-entry.  

We are using face book to post our services each Sunday, streaming live the service. That includes the whole service 

for you to follow along.  

Drive-in service will also be available; please be careful and use best judgement when the weather gets too cold (zero) 

or wind chill is too great or snowing.  

A few seats are available for people to attend inside wearing masks and windows open. We will get through this and 

be together soon. Stay safe! You are loved! 

Advent Activity Bags for our Sunday School 

Just like we had an activity and treat bag for Halloween for all of our Sunday School Children, we are doing an Advent 

bag for each student. If you were missed for any reason, let us know! Our confirmation students are putting bags 

together and many members are distributing them. 

These bags will include the nostalgic Christmas treat of peanuts and apple, plus crafts and candy. Each family will 

receive the Christmas story to read, mug, church ornament, and games. Something for everyone to do. 

Join in Apple River Sunday School program on Facebook, learn more about the story. 

Confirmation 

Who knew that confirmation would be via ZOOM! We meet with 5 churches once a month and share the story in the 

Word, discussion and video…there is 40 of us! Then we use Google calendar to further write and review about the 

Scripture for the month. Add to this, a trivia session where we review the catechism. Finally, we take time to be of 

service. This month we will meet December 2nd at 6:00 to put the Advent bags together for the Sunday School. 

Giving Tree 

North Valley has been on the forefront of assuring people are blessed with gifts at Christmas. This year 

is no different…except…we are going to focus on giving ‘Gift Cards.’ Think of it as a present twice, once 

when received and second when they use it.  

With the COVID pandemic, it is safer for each of us to give by buying gift cards for specific people or 

giving to the Good Samaritan Fund or giving to the Quarter Bowl on Sundays.  

We will have a GIVING TREE located in the Fireside Room where you can take a gift tag and provide 

what is written on it. 

Please call Kristie Wagner at 715-554-3171 or email at chriskris7@yahoo.com 

Lefse to Order 

Missing your lefse fix this year? You still have a chance to order some at North Valley. Contact Donna Berg at  

715-553-2038 or send an email to fairviewacres33@lakeland.ws. We may have some left on Sunday, April 20. 

Stop by at the Bethlehem Drive-thru from 3:00-4:30. 
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The Polk County Board of Supervisors is urging all residents and visitors to Polk County to make good decisions 

and implement simple, yet effective, actions to stop the spread of the Coronavirus. The recent increase in cases 

shows how easily the virus spreads and puts everyone at risk. 

"If everyone does their part we can stop the alarming growth in cases," said County Board Chairman Chris 

Nelson. “It’s up to us! We can help ourselves and others if we take personal responsibility to change certain 

behaviors over the next few months.” Simple steps that make a difference include: 

 Wearing face coverings in public places and around others 

 Staying 6 feet from others and avoiding crowds/groups of people 

 Practicing good hygiene habits (hand washing, frequent cleaning of common areas) 

 Staying home if you feel sick 

 If you think you have the virus or have been exposed to it, call your doctor 

The number of cases has risen over the past several weeks. Polk County, which had been seeing lower numbers 

of cases compared to other counties in the state, has had huge jumps in numbers of late. Local data shows 578 

new cases in the last week. 

Not only does the virus create health risks for everyone, it also puts higher demand on health care systems like 

doctors, nurses and hospital beds. In addition, it puts our local businesses and economy at risk. For these 

reasons, community leaders are asking everyone to pull together to help Polk County stop the spread of 

Coronavirus. 

For more information on how you can stop the spread of the virus, go to the Public Health website: 

http://www.polkcountyhealthdept.org/ . 

From the Parish Nurse  

Polk County Information Center Big Bundle Up campaign 

The Polk County Information Center is inviting residents to drop off new or gently used coats, sweaters, hats, 

mittens, and other warm clothing items as part of the Wisconsin Department of Tourism’s Big Bundle Up 

campaign. The Big Bundle Up is a statewide collection program running from November 5 through January 5, 

2021. Hours of the center are Monday-Saturday, 9am-2pm, located at 710 Hwy 35 S, St. Croix Falls. 

This is the 10th year of the Big Bundle Up. To date, the program has collected over 185,000 warm winter items 

to help families in need. 

Donating warm winter items is the perfect way to give to Wisconsin families in need as the holiday giving season 

approaches. A box will be located at the Polk County Information Center for donors to drop off warm clothing 

items. All items donated at this location will be given to a local Polk County charity. 

Christmas Flowers 

We are not making available to our members the sale of Christmas flowers for decorating the church for Christmas 

due to Covid.  Hopefully, we will be able to fill the church with flowers at Easter.     
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Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette 715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

Mary Krull 715-554-3231 

 

If you have any prayer requests, please 

contact anyone on the list, giving them 

as little or as much information as you 

wish. All info will be treated with respect 

and kept confidential. 

Lois Baldwin, Don Bengtson, Leif Bever, Cameron Collins, Sephonia Cowans, 
Scott Divine, Chyleen Johnson, Randall Krueger, Gene/Mary Krull, Al Lunde, 
Amelia McKinney, Maria Morales, Teresa Studie, Dana Tellijohn, Rick 
Pederson, Jim Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Josiah Draves (Katie Hallgren’s 
partner), Mark Hotzler (Mary Krull’s son), Sharon Johnson (Anita Johnson’s 
mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie Wagner’s nephew), Jerry Livingston (Charlie 

Christensen’s brother-in-law), Michael Trumble (Krueger’s grandson) 

Sympathies to family of Frank Simon 

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps), Austin Ostby (Paul & Kris Brooks’s son-in-

law), Arron Burns (Anna Hinde’s cousin) 

Send words of encouragement: 
Sgt. Tyler Brooks   SPC Burns, Arron 
1846 Darby Dr E5  TF Javelin 
Florence AL 35630  Unit #61378 

    APO AE 09877-1378 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound:  

Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 

We have been praying for …  

Be a Lucky Winner 

Please remember to sell your WELCA raffle tickets and get them turned in. We have more tickets if you need them.  

You may mail them to the church or drop them off at the church by placing in the WELCA mailbox, or by sliding 

them under the office door.  

Drawing will be on December 20, 2020. First prize is a beautiful quilt sewn by Gwen Morrissette. Other prizes are 

an $50 gift certificate to Daeffler Meats in Frederic, WI, a set of Christmas table linens sewn by Sue Saarem, and 2 

sets of Color Street fingernail polish strips donated by Sarah Hill.   

Let’s Celebrate . . . 

Dec 1 Jared Tunheim 

Dec 4 Aubree Muzquiz 

Dec 5 Joyce Wagner 

Dec 7 Mitch Hopkins 

Dec 8 Jonathon Buss 

 Josephine Livingston 

Dec 11 Lexis Olson 

Dec 12 Verle Hacker 

Dec 13 Brad Hacker 

 Colton Buss 

Dec 19 Bonnie Simonson 

 Katie Hallgren 

 Eddie Reh 

Dec 21 Paul Grill 

Dec 23 Kaylee Olson 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

Dec 4 Randi Fisk 

 Rudy Melin 

Dec 7 Beth Egge 

 Billie Erickson 

Dec 9 Dan Olson 

Dec 10 Kyler Woltz 

 Scarlett Christensen 

Dec 12 Dan Livingston 

Dec 14 Kasey Ouellette 

 Jaisa Ouellette 

Dec 15 Kora Woltz 

Dec 16 Anita Johnson 

 Kristie Kuenkel 

 Matt Saarem 

Dec 19 Holden Erickson 

Dec 21 Scott Divine 

Dec 22 Al Metcalf 

Dec 23 Landon Morales 

Dec 26 Jeff Stage 

 Eric Buss 

Dec 29 Grace Odberg 

Dec 30 Jake Wagner 

Dec 31 Doug Bengtson 

Birthdays 

Dec 12, 1953 Don & Carol Bengtson 

Dec 12, 2006 Paul & Suzanne Grill 

Dec 20, 1969 Mark & Joey Nelson 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Greeting Cards for sale 

There is a new supply of greeting cards, including Christmas cards, in the rack at the bottom of the stairs in the addi-

tion. There are 12 cards in each box and priced at $6. WHAT A BARGAIN! During this time of isolation, it is a great op-

portunity to reach out to others with something as easy to do as sending a card. There are also birthday, get-well, and 

sympathy cards. To purchase, simply place the money in an envelope and put it in the mailbox for Myrna Anderson. 

The mailboxes are located upstairs next to the ladies restroom. 



December 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

9am Worship 

Committee 

6pm Confirmation 

meets to pack 

Advent bags 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

with Holy Communion 

Blue Christmas—Flip 

Sadness into Joy 

7 

 

8 

 

 

9 

9am Worship 

Committee 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

9:30am Drive-In Worship  

 

14 

 

15 

7pm Council 

 

 

16 

Confirmation—

Apostles’ Creed 

Trivia 

 

17 

 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

with Holy Communion 

3-4:30pm Christmas 

Tableau (in parking lot) 

 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

4:30pm 

Christmas Eve 

Services 

 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

9:30am  

Drive-In Worship  

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

 

 

31 
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North Valley Lutheran Church 

1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria, WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

www.nvlch.org 

office@nvlch.org 
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 «AddressBlock» 

Worship Schedule 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page and our website 

www.nvlch.org 
 

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvlch.org.  

You can also set up automatic giving through your bank. 

Staff   

Pastor D. Sandahl 

Cell Phone: 651.442.6770 

Email: pastor@nvlch.org 

 

Church Email: office@nvlch.org 

Secretary: Mary Pollock  

8:45am-4:30pm Mondays 

8:45am-Noon Thursdays  

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone 

number. 
 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.  

Staff & Church Council  

Interim Pastor Dorothy Sandahl 

651.442.6770 

Office Secretary Mary Pollock 

Accompanist Sue Saarem 

Parish Nurse Suzanne Grill 

Custodian Kristie Kuenkel  

  
President Don Prose 

715.825.2323 

Vice President Gene Krull 

715.554.4147 

Secretary Tricia Olson 

Treasurer Al Arndt 

Other Council 

Members 

Bev Hopkins 

Jeff Kruse 

Dane Olson 

Tom Tellijohn 

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson 

Donna Berg 

Suzanne Grill 

Jan Kruse 

Youth Rep. Hunter Cox 

Newsletter and Bulletin Sponsor for December 

Myron Olson in Memory of Gladys Olson 

http://www.nvlch.org
mailto:pastor@nvlch.org
mailto:office@nvlch.org

