
NORTH VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
1988 220th Avenue, Centuria, WI 54824 

715-825-3559 | office@nvlch.org | www.nvlch.org 
Pastor Maggie Isaacson | Accompanist: Sue Saarem 

    
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2020 

WALK BY FAITH NOT SIGHT – 2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-21 | 9 PENTECOST 
No matter who you are, or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

Narrative Lectionary Summer 2020 Worship Resources Copyright © 2020 Clergy Stuff 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The pressures of the Corinthian community were pressing in on the baby Christian community. Paul 
encouraged the people to walk by faith, not by sight—see with the Spirit of God rather than with eyes. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: We need no earthly tent,  
C: We have a home from God.  
 
L: A house not made with hands,  
C: Eternal in the heavens.  
 
L: Of this we can be sure;  
C: Our promise is God’s word. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: We confess our sins before God and one another.  
Pause for silence and reflection.  
 
P: Loving God,  
C: When our path becomes difficult, we do not always turn to you. We look for an easy way out. We escape 

in avoidance and addiction. We forget your promises and seek what does not satisfy. Forgive us and bring 
us back into the strength of your Spirit.  

 
P: God is generous and loving and forgiving. Hear and believe that your sins are washed away and that new life 

is yours through Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing ELW 807  
 
THE GREETING      
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
All-wise God, You long for us to look upon the world through the loving eyes of your Spirit. Help us to see as 
you do, giving ourselves where we are needed, for the sake of Jesus our Lord, Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-21
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly 
dwelling— 3if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, 
we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the 
Spirit as a guarantee. 6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord— 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we 
make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 11Therefore, knowing the fear 
of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also 
well known to your consciences.  

 
12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you 
may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we 
are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live 
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.  

 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message 
of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we 
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.   

SERMON 
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HYMN: May Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW #759 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 A brief silence.  
 
L: You have given us the ministry of reconciliation, O God, that your children might know and live in your 
unifying Spirit. Help us to let go of past preoccupations, grudges and insults, and move forward in renewed 
relationships. Holy God, Hear our prayer.  
 
L: Be present with those who live in places where conflict and disease dominate the landscape. Protect 
children, unite families and grant safe refuge for all who need it. Holy God, Hear our prayer.  
 
L: In Christ all is made new. Bless the work of those who find ways of cleaning up a polluted planet and 
preserving the life which depends upon it. May we find our own restoration in caring for all you have made. 
Holy God, Hear our prayer.  
 
L: We sometimes become preoccupied by the complaints of our physical bodies and blind to the world outside 
of ourselves. Show us a better way of caring for these temporary temples, nourishing and using them in ways 
which honor you and maintain our health. Bless all those who struggle with particular challenges, especially to 
those on our prayer list… Holy God,  Hear our prayer.  
 
L: We grieve those who are no longer with us, although we know they are safe and loved in your eternal 
home. Keep us united in spirit until that day when we shall see their faces again in your heavenly kingdom. 
Holy God, Hear our prayer. 
 
L: We lift up today all who are celebrating baptismal anniversaries, birthdays, and wedding anniversaries… 
Holy God, Hear our prayer. 
 
L: We trust in your faithfulness, O God, to both hear our prayers and respond to them in the way which serves 
us and your world best. We pray all of these things in the name of Jesus our savior. Amen. 
 

MEAL 
THE OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: We Are an Offering  ELW #692 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Make us ambassadors in your world, O God, and let these gifts we offer speak for us in response to your 
love and generosity. Join us with our brothers and sisters everywhere on earth, that all may know your 
mercy and care, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC INVITATION  
You have built for us a kingdom—not made with hands—which waits for us in the life beyond this one. Until 
we make our home in that place, we come together as your children to be nourished at your holy table. Unite 
our spirits in this bread and wine and keep us strong to serve another day. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION – DISTRIBUTION – COMMUNION BLESSING  

 
SENDING 

BENEDICTION FROM NUMBERS 6:24-26 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335 
 
 
DISMISSAL P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   
  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Div. of Christ. Ed. of the Nat’l Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used with permission. All rights 
reserved. Copyright © 2019 Clergy Stuff. Used with Permission. Find more at ClergyStuff.com. 
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WE HAVE BEEN PRAYING FOR… 
Lois Baldwin, Cameron Collins, Sephonia Cowans, Scott Divine, Chyleen Johnson, Randall Krueger, Al Lunde, 
Amelia McKinney, Maria Morales, Teresa Studie, Dana Tellijohn, Jim Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Mark Hotzler 
(Mary Krull’s son), Sharon Johnson (Anita Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie Wagner’s nephew), Abby 
Palmquist, Michael Trumble (Krueger’s grandson) 
 

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps), Austin Ostby (Paul & Kris Brooks’s son-in-law), Arron Burns (Anna 
Hinde’s cousin) 
 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound: 
Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 
United Pioneer Home — Frank Simon, Athelene Simon 
 
BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES 
Aug 6 Daimyan Smith 
Aug 8 Carly Eibs 

BIRTHDAYS 
Aug 2 Lynn Hallgren 
 Brynna Cox 
Aug 8 Colton Buss  

 

 
MISSIONARY SPONSORS NEEDED 
Our missionaries are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. Please be sure to 
label your donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you for your 
consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Today:  9:30am Drive-In & Outdoor Worship with Holy Communion 
  11:30am Baptism and 3pm Baptism  
 

 Aug 2-9: Luther Point Annual Summer Celebration (online and at the camp) www.lutherpoint.org 
 

 Mon: 11:30am Pastor Maggie attending Northwoods Homeless Shelter Board Meeting 
  6:30pm Confirmation Class 
 

 Tue: Pastor Maggie’s Sabbath 
 

 Wed: 9am Worship Committee 
 

 Thu: 10:30am Sensible Shoes 
  1:30pm Jail Ministry 
 

 Sat: 10am Baptism  
 

 Sun: 9:30am Drive-In & Outdoor Worship 
 
Didn’t bring cash or check today? You can still give an offering by downloading the Tithe.ly App and give by 
debit/credit card or directly from your bank. You can also give through our website at www.nvlch.org and click 
on GIVE. 
 
You’re Invited to Pastor Maggie’s Retirement Party – Sunday, August 30 (Organized by Pastor Maggie’s Family) 
Location: Jeff & Karyn Kruse’s House | 2422 210th Street | Luck, WI 
 Jeff & Karyn have graciously agreed to have the party at their house, beginning at 6:30pm. A huge thank 
you to them! There will be food and yard games. Also, Maggie wants to “go out with a bang” so there will be 
fireworks after the sun goes down! 
 We ask that those coming do abide by best practices for social distancing at the gathering - (washing 
hands, not touching nose/face, 6 feet between family groups and/or try to keep that distance the best you 
can, masks encouraged). We know that a lot of folks are family and friends, yet we will be coming from a wide 
geographical area.  
 If you can't attend and you would like to send a card here is her address. 
Maggie Isaacson | 921 E. 3rd Ave | Luck WI 54853 
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