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Pastor’s Corner 

Spring is here? Time of renewal and refreshment! 

What do we need to renew, refresh? A relationship 

that has become distant with Covid? Maybe 

exercise that has become stagnated in 

confinement? Maybe it is our faith practices 

because of lack of interaction with other members? 

God is all about renewing, transforming, and 

changing up our lives… Just call on the Lord, and it 

becomes so much easier to make any change in our 

life. 

Lenten Devotion: Isaiah 54:7-8 “For a brief moment 

I abandoned you, but with great compassion I will 

gather you to Myself again. In an outburst of wrath I 

hid My face from you for a moment, but with 

everlasting kindness I will have compassion on 

you,” says the Lord your Redeemer. 

In this text, it would appear that God also has 

periods of distance, abandoning us! But within the 

same breath, God brings us compassion; 

forgiveness, grace and love. Just hearing that God 

gives up sometimes, enables us to accept 

ourselves, our limited nature of being human, 

allows lapses to be okay, and assures us that God is 

waiting for us to… come on back! 

During this troubling year, our minds want to go 

back to the old reassuring ways of doing things, but 

they no longer work like they used to and then 

things fall apart. When we lose our old ways, we 

become fearful, anxious, even greedy as we can’t 

control what is going on. The Church processes are 

no different. We want to go back to the way it was, 

reset everything in place like before. But a 

pandemic, Pastor retiring, distance for a year, 

technology explosion… nothing will ever be the 

same as it was. It will change. Maybe with spring 

renewal, it is time to let our hearts be refreshed with 

God’s presence, turn toward God to transform our 

lives and our church with a new breath. God took a 

fresh breath, renewed His faith and embraced His 

love for us… so can we too. 

Where do we have to take a fresh breath, renew our 

faith and bring some love? 

What hasn’t changed and will never change is that 

church is about relationships; how we seek, ask, 

search for ways to connect and bring the word of 

God to all people: Invite, Grow, Send…reach out to 

all people in the name of Christ. We are in contact 

with God in all of these activities, assuring that 

Christ is our center. God is encouraging us to move 

forward, not backward. 

My Dove chocolate message: Inhale the future, 

exhale the past; makes it sound simple and maybe 

it is just us humans that make it more complicated. 

Maintaining our ministry online, in house, in car, in 

the grocery store, in our volunteer roles… we are 

called to share the word of God in Word and in 

Action. Our future generation depends on us to 

communicate, interact and schedule in the real 

world of today. Where, when and how people are 

going to connect. We can learn this, set it up, 

assure all are connected and incorporated in the 

format that works to assure that we are all included 

in the family of God. 

Our Journey into the future begins every day; inhale 

that future like a good chocolate. Be refreshed in 

Christ who will provide all that we need to make that 

future bright and filled with love.  

Blessings from Pastor D. 

 



Missionaries in Japan 
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The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline 

Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please 

be sure to label your donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in 

the offering plate. Thank you for your consideration of sponsoring our 

missionary in Japan.  

PLEASE SIGN UP TO SPONSOR OUR MISSIONARIES. 
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Easter Lily – 2 

Don & Myrna Anderson 

In memory of our Parents: 

  Arvin & Opal Anderson 

  Bob & Sylvia Gjerning 

Double Easter Lily - 1 

Donna Berg 

In memory of Stanley, and our parents 

6” Azalea  - 1 

Suzanne & Paul Grill 

  In memory of Lena & Lawrence Pudas 

  Ruth & AP Grill 

6” Azaela - 1 

Dan & Tricia Olson 

  In memory of Patti Ditlefsen  

6” Azalea – 1 

Beth Egge 

  In memory of Ron and Rick 

6” Azalea – 1 

Joey & Mark Nelson 

  In Honor of North Valley 

6” Hydrangea – 2 

Joey & Mark Nelson 

  In Honor of North Valley 

Thank You for the Easter Flowers 2021  

Easter Schedule 

Good Friday 7:00pm Tenebrae Service — Readers needed for this Indoor, Drive-In, Online service. 

Easter Sunday 9:30am & 11am Service Indoor, Drive-In, and Online 

Pre-register by calling the church to assure space is available indoors; there is limited seating as we continue to 

social distance. MASKS ARE MANDATORY. Cleaning will be done between service so no early seating.  

What we’ve been doing at North Valley 

Transition Team 

Monday, March 15, the Transition Team began its work. The Team includes Sarah Hill, Anna Hinde, Bob Ditsch, 

Don Prose, Bette Tooley and Pastor D. 

We were given three basics for background material: The Constitution which all teams need to review for accuracy 

of current practices, the Synod Guidelines for the team to know where they fit in and what to do in the call 

process and finally the Holy Cow, the survey taken in 2018 to review how the church sees itself in comparison 

with others. We talked about doing videos of people sharing history, the Bell Tower, the Fireside room, when 

basement was put in. Lots of history to share with all. 

As we review our basic outline of activities, the team felt we would for sure be sending out a survey to members to 

learn what their passions, vision of God’s mission at North Valley and what all members see the future of the 

church. In addition, the team will be working with the Council to come up with a Vision so to plan a future, with 

steps on how to get there. All this will enable the team to put together the MSP that outlines to prospective 
(Continued on page 3) 
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What we’ve been doing at North Valley 

Pastors what your needs are and whether their gifts meet those needs; a Pastor that will walk with you in that Vision. 

This is just the beginning, but we are on the move. Will keep in touch as we go! 

Technology 

In the climate today, with the Pandemic distancing, technology has become so important. There is so much detail and 

complexity to incorporate technology into ministry. And we are learning that a Pastor cannot do it. So the Council 

approved hiring Brittany Sandberg to support the Pastor to traverse the technology field, put together a package of 

software and hardware that will be user friendly and meet the needs of the congregation today and in the future. We 

will learn what others are doing, find what is right for us and strive to make it all fit together to enable ministry to 

continue to grow for all our members, both in-house and virtual. 

Brittany is greatly welcomed addition to the staff; let her know what needs you would like to see with technology to 

make communication within the church work for all. 

Lent - Easter Events 

A HUGE thank you to so many people that willingly stepped up to make this Easter special. We thank the 5 people who 

acted characters that met Jesus during Lent (Heidi Simmerman, Trish Olson, Dane Olson, Tom Tellijohn, Matt 

Saarem). We thank Joey Nelson and the confirmation students (Kyler, Belle, Ashleigh, Brynna, Hunter) for packaging 

the bags for our Sunday School kiddos. Special thank you to Chuck and Jeff Kruse for making all the crosses, small 

ones (150!) and large ones. Palm Sunday became special when 4 people stepped up to read, Cry of the Whole 

Congregation (Don Prose, Charlie Christensen, Bruce Nelson, Marilyn Nehring) and solo music recorded for us by Barb 

Sparish and Sheila Brom from Luck Lutheran. And a special thank you to Harvey Sandahl for leading our music during 

this time and Mercedes Thoen helping with prayers and blessings. 

The drive through Easter on Palm Sunday afternoon had over 35 volunteers plus all the volunteers at home that put 

things together that we handed out. They all said yes, we can do this! Which makes this so much fun!! Your 

willingness to participate made the planning so much easier. The planning was done by the dedication of the Worship 

Team: Sue Saarem, Don Prose, Suzanne Grill and Donna Berg, Pastor D. Add an additional thank you to Pastor D. who 

was willing to go the extra mile and do things with the handicap of Covid. Not all Pastors would have done this. The 

people at North Valley make up a most awesome team that all work so well together to make things happen. Truly a 

church filled with joy, grace and love that made this Easter Special. 

Quarter Bowl – Maybe has to be filled with Volunteers Hours 

We were looking where to put our lose change and called Loaves and fishes in Luck. Mike Rozumalski said they had 

sufficient food but needed volunteers. Ruby’s Pantry meets the third Thursday of each month and distributes food to 

170-300 families that come through their lines (outside car lines now!) They need 35 volunteers to open boxes, 

organize, distribute, and break down boxes and clean up. It takes 6 hours of constant hard work for 35 people. Last 

month they had 170 cars, but they were only 29 people to do the work…it is not enough!  

We were looking where God is calling North Valley into service through the question of ‘where is God in action in the 

world’ and where can we join? It is here! So, go online to Rubyspantry.org, sign up as a volunteer or call  

715-472-7770 and become faith in action. Same with Luck food shelf, contact at 715-566-4415. We will keep a sign-

up sheet in the office to remind us to assure one from North Valley will be there each month, sharing our faith in 

action. As the most active committee ever, your leadership is creating opportunities to share the story of Easter by 

asking volunteers to be in the Drive through. Most positions are filled, but if you have a desire to sing, we have a 

group that will be wandering around, singing simple tunes as best we can.  

 

(Continued from page 2) 

https://rubyspantry.org/
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From the Parish Nurse 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness month. You may wonder why the nurse is bring this to your attention. After all isn’t it a 

social and legal issue more than a health issue? 

The sad fact is that injury, trauma, and deaths are the result of all types of domestic violence against women, children 

and men. 

The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, (NCADV) has compiled the alarming statistics of the many ways we are 

all damaged by the domestic violence committed in our culture on a daily basis. Please visit the National Coalition 

Against Domestic Violence’s website at www.ncadv.org for more fact sheets, membership information, and valuable 

resources. 

Our local resource, the 

Community Referral Agency (CRA) 

is promoting a campaign for 

awareness and fund raising 

during April. Please consider 

donating or holding a fund raiser 

at your company or place of 

employment.  

Donations can be mailed to CRA, 

PO Box 365, Milltown WI 54858. 

Please note in the check memo 

Denim Days. For more 

information call 715-825-4414 

Pray for hope and healing for all 

victims of domestic violence! 

If you are in crisis, contact The 

National Domestic Violence 

Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE 

(7233) or www.TheHotline.org. 

 

 

http://www.ncadv.org
http://www.TheHotline.org
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Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette 715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

 

If you have any prayer requests, please 

contact anyone on the list, giving them 

as little or as much information as you 

wish. All info will be treated with respect 

and kept confidential. 

 

We want to open a chain email, of 

course all information is very private. If 

you would be interested in praying for 

people, contact Donna Berg.  

Lois Baldwin, Leif Bever, Cameron Collins, Sephonia Cowans, Scott Divine, 

Chyleen Johnson, Randall Krueger, Carleen Matosky, Amelia McKinney, Maria 

Morales, Teresa Studie, Dana Tellijohn, Rick Pederson, Jim Dishon (Suzanne 

Grill’s son), Josiah Draves (Katie Hallgren’s partner), Sharon Johnson (Anita 

Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie Wagner’s nephew), Michael Trumble 

(Krueger’s grandson)  

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps), Arron Burns (Anna Hinde’s cousin) 

Send words of encouragement: 

Sgt. Tyler Brooks    

1846 Darby Dr E5   

Florence AL 35630 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound:  

Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 

We have been praying for …  

Let’s Celebrate . . . 

04/01 Tehya Studie 

04/03 Glenda Krueger 

04/03 Payton Wagner 

04/05 Madison Simmerman 

04/05 Ashleigh Simmerman 

04/07 Andy Kruse 

04/07 Paige Miller 

04/09 Curtiss Lunde 

04/09 Tyler White 

04/11 Mark Nelson 

04/13 Mercedes Thoen 

04/14 Colton Krueger 

04/17 Sianah Morales 

04/18 Eli Baerg 

04/18 Taylor Erickson 

04/18 Jordan Olson 

04/18 Jenny Olson 

04/18 Luann Olson 

04/19 Nadia Cox 

04/21 Lindsay Mabry 

04/23 Vivian Stoller 

04/24 Kenny Hansen 

04/27 Kiera Bever 

04/27 Laif Bever 

04/27 Scott Bever 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

04/01 Sarah Hill 

04/07 Scott Bever 

04/08 Anna Hinde 

04/09 Nate Fisk 

04/10 Teri Hanson 

04/12 Tyler White 

04/13 Tricia Olson 

04/14 Bob Blomgren 

04/19 Ben Cox 

04/19 Zack Wagner 

04/20 Sean McIntyre 

04/22 Dawn Metcalf 

04/23 JayDee Dishon 

04/24 Todd Wagner 

04/25 Henry Christensen 

04/26 Tom Tellijohn 

04/28 Tracy Tunheim 

04/28 Bear DeNucci 

Birthdays 

04/04/1970 Tom & Dana Tellijohn 

04/14/1951 Bob & Elverna Blomgren 

04/16/2005 Lee & Maggie Isaacson 

04/23/1971 Dan & Linda Goulet 

04/27/1996 Matt & Sue Saarem 

 

Wedding Anniversary 



April 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

GOOD 

FRIDAY  

7pm 

Tenebrae 

Service 

3 

 

4   EASTER DAY 

9:30 & 11am Drive-In 

Worship with Holy 

Communion (Indoors with 

Reservations) 

 

5 

 

6 

 

 

7 

9am Worship 

Committee 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

 

 

12 

 

13 

 

 

14 

9am Worship 

Committee 

 

15 

Synod 

Assembly 

 

 

16 

 

17 

Synod 

Assembly 

18 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

with Holy Communion 

MAY NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

19 

 

20 

7pm Council 

 

 

21 

9am Worship 

Committee 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25  

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

 

26 27 

 

28 

9am Worship 

Committee 

 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 

1 

 

 

North Valley Lutheran Church 

1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria, WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

www.nvlch.org 

office@nvlch.org 

MAY 2 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

followed by ANNUAL MTG 



1988 220th Avenue 

Centuria WI 54824 

715-825-3559 

office@nvlch.org 
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 «AddressBlock» 

Worship Schedule 

9:30am Drive-In Worship 

Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page and our website 

www.nvlch.org 
 

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvlch.org.  

You can also set up automatic giving through your bank. 

Staff   

Pastor D. Sandahl 

Cell Phone: 651.442.6770 

Email: pastor@nvlch.org 

 

Church Email: office@nvlch.org 

Secretary: Mary Pollock  

8:45am-4:30pm Mondays 

8:45am-Noon Thursdays  

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone 

number. 
 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.  

Staff & Church Council  

Interim Pastor Dorothy Sandahl 

651.442.6770 

Office Secretary Mary Pollock 

Accompanist Sue Saarem 

Parish Nurse Suzanne Grill 

Custodian Kristie Kuenkel  

  
President Don Prose 

715.825.2323 

Vice President  

Secretary Tricia Olson 

Treasurer Al Arndt 

Other Council 

Members 

Bev Hopkins 

Jeff Kruse 

Dane Olson 

Tom Tellijohn 

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson 

Donna Berg 

Suzanne Grill 

Jan Kruse 

Youth Rep. Hunter Cox 

http://www.nvlch.org
http://www.nvlch.org
mailto:pastor@nvlch.org
mailto:office@nvlch.org

